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President Barack Obama speaks about the economy at the Turner-Fairbank Highway Research Center in McLean, Va., Tuesday, July 15, 2014. President Barack 
Obama envisions a time when cars will be able to talk with other cars or with America’s roads. He says such technology could prevent crashes, cut down on traffic 
and save gasoline. 

(AP Photo/Jacquelyn Martin) 


Obama Presses Congress for Transportation Bill 


PETER BAKER 
© 2014 New York Times 
McLEAN, Va. - President 
Barack Obama on Tues¬ 
day pressed Congress to 
break a deadlock over a 
long-term transportation 
spending bill, arguing that 
Republicans were more in¬ 
terested in trying to “score 
points on cable TV" than in 
fixing the country’s roads 


and bridges. 

Visiting a transportation 
research facility, the presi¬ 
dent spoke hours before 
the House was to take up 
a short-term highway plan 
that would keep construc¬ 
tion crews working through 
next May. Obama ex¬ 
pressed support for that 
temporary fix but scorned 
Republicans for not agree¬ 


ing to a multiyear program. 
“Congress shouldn’t pat it¬ 
self on the back for averting 
disaster for a few months, 
kicking the can down the 
road for a few months, ca¬ 
reening from crisis to crisis," 
Obama told workers at 
the Turner-Fairbank High¬ 
way Research Center just 
outside Washington. “We 
should be investing in the 


future.” 

Without the action, the 
Highway Trust Fund will be 
depleted at the beginning 
of August, cutting federal 
transportation financing 
by 28 percent and slow¬ 
ing or stopping as many 
as 100,000 projects around 
the country just as the con¬ 
struction season is about 
to start in many states, ac¬ 


cording to officials. Con¬ 
gress in the past typically 
passed new highway bills 
with bipartisan support, but 
in recent years even this 
once-popular spending pri¬ 
ority has become a subject 
of intense partisan friction. 


Continued on page 3 
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Kerry cites ‘progress’ in Iran talks 
but notes ‘very real gaps’ remain 


MICHAEL R. GORDON 
DAVID E. SANGER 
© 2014 New York Times 

VIENNA - After three days 
of intensive talks with his 
Iranian counterpart, U.S. 
Secretary of State John 
Kerry said Tuesday that 
“tangible progress” had 
been made in negotiations 
on Iran’s nuclear program, 
and that he would return to 
Washington to consult with 
President Barack Obama 


ence here, Kerry said, “I 
am returning to Washing¬ 
ton today to consult with 
President Obama and with 
leaders in Congress over 
coming days about the 
prospects for a compre¬ 
hensive agreement as well 
as a path forward if we do 
not achieve one by the 
20th of July, including the 
question whether or not 
more time is warranted.” 

It was an indication of the 


produce weapons-grade 
material. 

U.S. officials were clearly 
annoyed that Zarif had 
discussed details of his pro¬ 
posals, and Kerry said that 
he would not negotiate in 
public. 

“The real negotiation is not 
going to be done in the 
public eye,” he said. “These 
are tough negotiations.” 
U.S. officials are concerned 
about several major ele¬ 



U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry speaking to the media after closed-door nuclear talks on Iran 
in Vienna, Austria, Tuesday, July 15, 2014. Intense negotiations with Iran have yielded “tangible 
progress,” U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry said Tuesday, but significant gaps remain ahead of a 
July 20 target date for a deal meant to put firm curbs on Tehran's nuclear activities in exchange 
for an end to sanctions. 

(AP Photo/Ronald Zak) 


over whether to extend a 
Sunday deadline for a final 
agreement. 

Kerry said “very real gaps” 
remained, but his tone - 
and his acknowledgment 
that Iran had complied 
with all of its commitments 
under a temporary agree¬ 
ment that took effect in 
January - left little doubt 
he wanted to extend the 
talks by weeks or months. 
“That's where we're head¬ 
ed, I think,” one of his top 
advisers said. 

But as the July 20 deadline 
approaches, an accord is 
not yet in hand. The tempo¬ 
rary agreement allows for 
an extension of the talks for 
up to six months, but some 
in Obama’s negotiating 
team have suggested that 
a shorter extension might 
be more fruitful. 

At a short news confer¬ 


complexity of the talks 
and Kerry’s negotiating 
style that immediately af¬ 
ter his news conference he 
launched into a meeting 
with Catherine Ashton, the 
foreign policy chief for the 
European Union, and then 
yet another meeting with 
Mohammad Javad Zarif, 
Iran’s foreign minister, his 
fourth in three days. 

Kerry declined to comment 
on the proposal that Zarif 
outlined in an interview 
with The New York Times 
for what would amount to 
an extension of the current 
short-term agreement for 
a number of years. Under 
Zarif’s proposal, Iran would 
not have to dismantle any 
of its existing centrifuges, 
but would use a combina¬ 
tion of technologies and 
inspection to provide as¬ 
surances they could not 


ments of Zarif's proposal. 
While it would essentially 
freeze Iran’s capacity to 
produce enriched uranium 
for several years, Iran would 
be free to keep up research 
and development of highly 
sophisticated centrifuges, 
and put them in place af¬ 
ter the agreement would 
expire. 

Zarif wants a short agree¬ 
ment, of three to seven 
years. 

The United States and its 
allies insist on limitations on 
Iran for at least a decade, 
preferably longer. 

There has been some spec¬ 
ulation that Zarif's hints of 
flexibility, and the progress 
Kerry reported Tuesday, 
will be enough to provide 
a basis for continuing the 
nuclear talks past July 20, 
which can be done if both 
sides agree.Q 



LATIN & CARIBBEAN BRIEFS 

Fireworks factory blast kills 4 in Brazil 

SAO PAULO (AP) — Police say an explosion at a fire¬ 
works factory has left at least four people dead and 
three injured in southeastern Brazil. Inspector Lucelio 
Silva tells the G1 news portal the explosion occurred 
Tuesday morning in one of the production units of the 
factory, which is located in a rural part of the munici¬ 
pality of Santo Antonio do Monte in the state of Minas 
Gerais. He said the four people killed were women 
working in the factory. 

Two women suffered minor injuries and one man 
was hospitalized with burns to his back. Silva said the 
investigation into the cause of the explosion will last 
about 30 days. 

Calls to the police department for more details went 
unanswered. □ 

Colombia might bring victims to talks 

HAVANA (AP) — Representatives of Colombia's gov¬ 
ernment have put forth a proposal to leftist rebels that 
would allow victims of the country's armed conflict to 
be present for peace talks being held in Cuba. The 
comments by government negotiator Humberto de 
la Calle are the first public signal that talks resumed 
on Tuesday. The two sides announced last week they 
would restart negotiations following a break for Co¬ 
lombia’s presidential election. 

De la Calle said in an audio recording released by 
Colombia’s presidency that “we have come to Ha¬ 
vana with a concrete proposal to allow for the pres¬ 
ence of the victims in the talks.” He said he wants to 
discuss the details for how such participation would 
work.Q 

Blaze torches popular market in Haiti 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) — A fire early Tuesday 
engulfed part of a sprawling market in Haiti’s capital 
where vendors sell charcoal and wood for construc¬ 
tion. 

There were no reports of deaths or injuries. Nadia Lo- 
chard from Haiti’s Civil Protection Department said 
there was “significant" damage to sections of Port- 
au-Prince's popular Croix de Boussales market. The 
pre-dawn fire destroyed a collection of stalls where 
vendors displayed piles of wood and charcoal, she 
said. 

Sections of the market where vendors sell clothing, 
food and metal mostly survived the fire but some 
stalls were damaged. The cause of the blaze was un¬ 
der investigation.^ 

Evo Morales a candidate for 3rd term 

LA PAZ, Bolivia (AP) — Bolivian President Evo Morales' 
candidacy for a third consecutive term is now official. 
Bolivia's electoral council announced late Monday 
that the Andean nation's first indigenous president 
will be on the Oct. 12 ballot. The 54-year-old coca 
growers' union leader is heavily favored to win. Boliv¬ 
ia’s new constitution, ratified in 2009, sets a two-term 
limit for presidents, but the country’s Supreme Court 
ruled last year that Morales' initial 2006-2009 term was 
exempt. 

The main opposition candidate is currently cement 
magnate Samuel Doria Medina, who got less than 
10 percent of the votes in the last three presidential 
elections. □ 
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U.S. preparing unilateral 
sanctions against Russia 

JULIE PACE 

AP White House Correspondent 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The United States is considering 
imposing unilateral sanctions on Russia over its threat¬ 
ening moves in Ukraine, a shift in strategy that reflects 
the Obama administration’s frustration with Europe’s 
reluctance to take tougher action against Moscow, 
according to U.S. and European officials. 

Until now, the U.S. has insisted on hitting Russia with 
penalties in concert with Europe in order to maximize 
the impact and present a united Western front. The 
European Union has a far stronger economic relation¬ 
ship with Russia, making the 28-nation bloc’s participa¬ 
tion key to ensuring sanctions packages have enough 
teeth to deter Russia. 

But those same economic ties have made Europe fear¬ 
ful that tougher penalties against Russia could boo¬ 
merang and hurt their own economies. After weeks of 
inaction, the officials say the U.S. is now prepared to 
move forward alone if EU officials fail to enact strong 
sanctions during a meeting Wednesday in Brussels. 

The U.S. official cautioned that no final decisions would 
be made until after the European meeting and said 
the administration's preference was sfill to coordinate 
punishments with Russia. The officials insisted on ano¬ 
nymity because they were not authorized to discuss 
the matter publicly by name. 

The White House’s willingness to punish Russia without 
European backing comes as the Obama administra¬ 
tion faces criticism that its repeated warnings about 
tougher sanctions are little more than empty threats. 
“Sometimes I’m embarrassed for you, as you constant¬ 
ly talk about sanctions and yet, candidly, we never 
see them put in place,” Sen. Bob Corker, a Republi¬ 
can, said during a Senate hearing on Ukraine with ad¬ 
ministration officials last week. 

The U.S. and Europe have levied coordinated sanc¬ 
tions on Russian individuals and companies connect¬ 
ed to Moscow's alleged destabilization in Ukraine. But 
those penalties have had little impact in stopping a 
pro-Russian insurgency in eastern Ukraine. 

Obama and European counterparts have vowed to 
take even broader sanctions targeting Russia’s lucra¬ 
tive energy and defense sectors, as well as access to 
financial markets, if Moscow failed fo quell tensions 
with Ukraine. 

But it is unclear what the new package of U.S. sanc¬ 
tions would include. 

During a Group of Seven meeting in Brussels in ear¬ 
ly June, Western leaders warned Russian President 
Vladimir Putin those penalties could be levied within 
a month if Russia did not meet specific conditions, 
including recognizing the results of Ukraine's May 25 
election and start a dialogue with President Petro Po- 
roshenko, ending support for the pro-Russian insurgen¬ 
cy in eastern Ukraine and stopping the flow of arms 
across the Russian border. □ 
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Obama presses congress for transportation bill 


Continnued from front 


Obama linked the issue 
to his broader indictment 
of Congress for blocking 
measures on all sorfs of is¬ 
sues, including immigra¬ 
tion. “Do something,” he 
said. “That’s my big motto 
for Congress right now: 
Just do something. And if 
they don’t like the trans¬ 
portation plan that I put 


Monday that it was open 
to other financing methods 
and in the interim would 
support the House’s tem¬ 
porary plan. 

House Republicans 

scorned the latest presi¬ 
dential photo opportunity. 
Speaker John A. Boehner 
noted that the Senate, with 
a Democratic majority, 
had not taken up Obama’s 
plan. 

“If the president has a plan 


The temporary highway bill 
that is set to be considered 
by the House, Republicans 
said, at least shows their ef¬ 
forts to solve problems. 

“It’s another example of 
House Republicans getting 
things done and support¬ 
ing jobs, even as Senate 
Democrats fail to do much 
of anything, except for 
turning obstruction into an 
art form," Boehner's office 
said in a written statement. 




President Barack Obama gets behind the wheel of a driving simulator at the Turner-Fairbank High¬ 
way Research Center in McLean, Va., July 15,2014. Obama used the visit to urge Congress to fund 
long-term infrastructure spending, but found time to address his recent complaint that he missed 
the road. “It was a little disorienting. I haven't driven in about six years,” Obama noted. 

(Stephen Crowley/The New York Times) 


forward, at least come up 
with your own plan. And 
then we can compromise. 
But don’t just sit there and 
do nothing. We don’t have 
time.” 

In April, Obama sent Con¬ 
gress a proposed transpor¬ 
tation program that would 
spend $302 billion over four 
years, financed bofh by 
fradifional gasoline taxes 
as well as by the elimina¬ 
tion of some corporate tax 
breaks. Republicans have 
resisted that plan, calling 
it just another tax increase 
that will stifle job creation. 
The White House said on 


for a longer-term highway 
bill, he ought to get the 
Democratic-cont rolled 
Senate to pass it, and we'll 
take a look at it,” Boehner 
told reporters on Capitol 
Hill. “But until then, giving 
speeches about a long¬ 
term highway bill is frankly 
just more rhetoric.” 

House Republicans reject 
the argument that they 
are the ones not doing 
something, pointing to doz¬ 
ens of bills that they have 
passed in the name of cre¬ 
ating jobs but that remain 
bottled up in the Demo- 
cratic-controlled Senate. 


The debate is complicated 
by the structural design of 
the Highway Trust Fund, 
which is financed by gaso¬ 
line taxes that are not in¬ 
dexed to inflation. Officials 
have struggled to find ad¬ 
ditional revenue sources to 
keep the same level of ac¬ 
tivity without the political 
risk of either raising taxes 
or even seeming to raise 
taxes. 

The president’s speech on 
Tuesday was part of a week 
of White House activities in¬ 
tended to focus attention 
on the roads-and-bridges 
debate. □ 
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Vargas, journalist, activist, is released by US Border Patrol 


CHRISTOPHER SHERMAN 
Associated Press 
McALLEN, Texas (AP) — Pu¬ 
litzer Prize-winning journal¬ 
ist Jose Antonio Vargas, a 
Philippines-born immigra¬ 
tion activist who has lived 
and in the U.S. illegally 
since he was a child, was 
released by U.S. Border Pa¬ 
trol agents on Tuesday af¬ 
ter they detailed him at a 
Texas airport. 

Border Patrol spokesman 
Omar Zamora said Var¬ 
gas was stopped going 
through security at the air¬ 
port in McAllen, just across 
from the Mexico border. A 
spokeswoman for Define 
American, Vargas’ advo¬ 
cacy group, confirmed his 
release Tuesday afternoon. 
It is common for the Border 
Patrol to release people on 
their own recognizances, 
with notices to appear in 


court later. With such no- without being detained several days as part of a 
tices, people can generally again. Vargas had been vigil to highlight the plight 
travel throughout the U.S. visiting the border city for of unaccompanied immi- 





A video screen grab of Jose Antonio Vargas, a Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist and an activist for 
undocumented immigrants like himself, speaks at a news conference in McAllen, Texas, July 11, 
2014. Vargas was detained Tuesday morning at a Border Patrol checkpoint in the airport here 
before he could board a flight to Houston. 

(Brent McDonald/The New York Times) 


Woman gets life sentence for US killing spree 


STEVEN DUBOIS 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Oregon (AP) — 

A U.S. judge on Tuesday 
sentenced a woman to life 
in prison for her role in a Pa¬ 
cific Northwest killing spree 
that authorities say was 
part of a white supremacist 
scheme. 

Holly Grigsby apologized to 
friends and relatives of the 
victims for her actions, but 
not for her views. Grigsby 
said she realized any ex¬ 
planation for her behavior, 
such as her drug addiction, 
would come across as an 


excuse. 

Grigsby, 27, and her boy¬ 
friend, David “Joey" Peder¬ 
sen, were arrested in 2011 
after the deaths of Peder¬ 
sen’s father and stepmoth¬ 
er, along with an Oregon 
teenager and a California 
man. 

Grigsby pleaded guilty 
in March to racketeering 
charges connected to 
the four killings. The plea 
agreement called for a life 
sentence with no chance 
for release. 

Joey Pedersen will be sen¬ 
tenced to life in prison at 


an Aug. 4 hearing in fed¬ 
eral court. He has pleaded 
guilty to two counts of car¬ 
jacking resulting in death. 
Grigsby expressed no re¬ 
gret for white supremacist 
beliefs, only the effect her 
crimes would have on their 
public perception. 

“My actions have further 
damaged the reputation 
of a movement misunder¬ 
stood,” she said. “I deeply 
regret this." 

Pedersen is the founder of 
a white supremacist prison 
gang, and he told Grigsby 
about his desire to start 


a revolution with a killing 
rampage targeting Jewish 
leaders. 

It started on Sept. 26, 2011, 
when Joey Pedersen shot 
his father. Red Pedersen, in 
the back of a head while 
the elder Pedersen was 
driving, authorities said. 
Joey Pedersen and Grigsby 
returned to the house. Dee 
Dee Pedersen was bound 
with duct tape, cut in the 
neck and left to bleed to 
death. 

The couple then drove Red 
Pedersen's vehicle south 
into Oregon.Q 


grant children coming into 
the U.S. illegally who have 
overwhelmed Border Pa¬ 
trol facilities. 

Vargas went public about 
his own immigration status 
in a 2011 piece for the New 
York Times Magazine, re¬ 
vealing that he had been 
living in the U.S. illegally 
since he was brought from 
the Philippines as a child to 
live with his grandparents. 
He was part of a team of 
reporters at The Washing¬ 
ton Post that won a Pulitzer 
Prize in 2008. 

At McAllen/Miller Interna¬ 
tional Airport, Vargas knew 
he could have problems. 
Border Patrol agents stand 
alongside Transportation 
Security Administration 
personnel to check docu¬ 
mentation — even for do¬ 
mestic flights and he was 
carrying only a passport 
from the Philippines and a 
palm-size copy of the U.S. 
Constitution. On Tuesday 
morning, Vargas tweeted: 
“About to go thru security 
at McAllen Airport. 

I don't know what's going 
to happen.” 

Vargas, who directed 
a documentary called 
“Documented,” was un¬ 
aware he would have to 
pass through an immigra¬ 
tion check prior to arriving 
in the city, said Ryan Eller, 
campaign director for De¬ 
fine American, the advo¬ 
cacy group founded by 
Vargas. 

“We had been to border 
towns before like San Di¬ 
ego and other placesQ 
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New Orleans: 

Convicted ex- mayor Nagin files appeal notice 


KEVIN McGILL 
Associated Press 
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — For¬ 
mer New Orleans Mayor 
Ray Nagin filed a formal 
nofice of appeal Tuesday 


in the corruption case that 
resulted in a guilty verdict 
on 20 criminal counts and a 


JIM SALTER 

Associated Press 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — A U S. 

judge on Tuesday grant¬ 
ed a stay of execution for 
a Missouri man hours be¬ 
fore he was scheduled to 
be put to death for killing 
three people out of fear 
that they would tell police 
about his drug dealing. 

A U.S. District judge ruled 
that there was enough 
question about John Mid¬ 
dleton's sanity that a hear¬ 
ing should determine if he 
is fit to be executed. Courts 
have established that exe¬ 
cuting the insane is uncon¬ 
stitutional. 

“(Middleton) has provided 
evidence that he has been 
diagnosed with a variety 
of mental health disorders, 
and has received a num¬ 
ber of psychiatric medica¬ 
tions over the years,” Perry 
wrote, adding that other 
inmates “indicate that he 
frequently talks to people 
who are not there, and tells 
stories that could not have 
had any basis in reality.” 
The Missouri Attorney Gen¬ 
eral's office immediately 
asked the 8th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals to allow 
the execution to go ahead. 


prison sentence of 10 years. 
Nagin, a Democrat, was 
convicted in February on 
charges including conspir¬ 
acy, bribery, money laun¬ 
dering, wire fraud and filing 


false tax returns. The charg¬ 
es stem from his two terms 
as mayor from 2002 to 2010 


Middleton, 54, is sched¬ 
uled to die by injection at 
12:01 a.m. Wednesday. 
He would be the sixth man 
put to death in Missouri this 
year. Only Florida and Tex¬ 
as have performed more 
executions in 2014, with 
seven each. The appeals 
court had late Monday re¬ 
fused to halt the execution 
because Middleton says 
he is innocent of the killings. 
That case was appealed 
to the U.S. Supreme Court, 
said Richard Sindel, one of 
Middleton's attorneys. 
Middleton was convicted 
of killing Randy “Happy" 
Hamilton and Stacey 
Hodge in June 1995. He 
then killed Alfred Pinegar 
several days later, out of 
concern that they would 
tell police about Middle¬ 
ton’s methamphetamine 
dealing. Middleton’s girl¬ 
friend, Maggie Hodges, is 
serving life in prison after 
pleading guilty to second- 
degree murder in all three 
cases. 

Middleton's attorneys con¬ 
tend that the wrong man 
was arrested, citing new 
evidence that included a 
witness who came forward 
in February. Q 


— including the Hurricane 
Katrina disaster in 2005. 

The brief notice said the ap¬ 
peal will cover the verdict, 
the sentence and an or¬ 
der that Nagin forfeit over 
$500,000 acquired illegally, 
as well as court rulings prior 
to the verdict. 

The notice was filed in U.S. 
District Court, and the ap¬ 
peal will be considered by 
the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals 

Nagin is to report to a fed¬ 
eral prison on Sept. 8. 

Until his indictment in 2013, 
Nagin was perhaps best 
known for a widely heard, 
profanity-laced radio in¬ 
terview in which he an¬ 
grily blasted the federal 
response in the days after 
levee breaches flooded 
most of the city during Ka¬ 


trina. 

He had been elected as a 
reformer, but prosecutors 
said graft in his administra¬ 
tion began before Katrina 
and flourished afterward. 
The bribes came in the 
form of money, free vaca¬ 
tions and truckloads of free 
granite for his family busi¬ 
ness.While Nagin appeals 
his case, prosecutors may 
appeal as well. They had 
pushed for a sentence of 
about 20 years. They ob¬ 
jected when U.S. District 
Judge Helen Berrigan de¬ 
parted from federal guide¬ 
lines with the 10-year sen¬ 
tence. 

A decision on whether to 
appeal will be made by 
the U.S. Solicitor General in 
Washington, according to 
the U.S. Attorney's OfficeO 


ARUBA 




FARM 



• Get up close and personal 
with the largest bird in the 
world. 


• Family fun, interactive and 
educational. 

• Open from 9’am - 4’pm 

20% OFF 


TOUR PRICE 




bnjoy our 
mud) celebrated 

3-Course 
Dinner Special! 

" ■ Onion So-uj> 

* Corvcfri Frtttvr* 

* Eicargufc 

- E&latf 

Entr^o """1 * Fr^Eti Calch of tha Day 

pfnpilfcj tty £-jT kSCMt Ehftl fuil Lta w*y yOu IA* HL 

■ J4JFFttH> Shrimp inyn dlh (dojI wnlgrfi 

ti r.pJHM! With. t-.'iLru Of flCm « 

IJUrtL EHUd ftr# Irtflvillft- 

- FlJot Migrw n’ U u. SJEa 

1 Gnllct! Bonoles-s- Chfckorv 

■ CTi-bcc'I aCc- ar Oanun.ii C.ikc 



• 25th AN*§VERSAR¥ K 

□pen dsilly ho m 5 UUptn - ideSqpm [closed on Sunday&j 
for can 593-2515 - ftlipBlraal tl. Dcwnlawn 

wmv * dnltwftocJsirutiJi oom - ririhwoQd^FseLif7M!-l nw 



Former New Orleans Mayor Ray Nagin leaves federal court, 
with his wife, Seletha Nagin, left, after being sentenced in New 
Orleans. Nagin filed a formal notice of appeal Tuesday in the 
corruption case that resulted in a guilty verdict on 20 criminal 
counts and a prison sentence of 10 years. 

(AP Photo/Gerald Herbert) 


Missouri appeals stay of execution 
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US consumers remain cautious; retail sales up 0.2% in June 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U S. 

retail sales increased slight¬ 
ly in June, evidence that 
consumers remain cau¬ 
tious despite steady job 
gains this year. 

Retail sales rose just 0.2 per¬ 
cent last month, the Com¬ 
merce Department said 
Tuesday, held back by a 
sharp drop at building and 
garden supply stores. Sales 
also fell at restaurants and 
at auto dealers. 

The figures suggest that 
Americans are still reluc¬ 
tant to spend freely, lim¬ 
iting growth in the April- 
June quarter. While em¬ 
ployers have stepped up 
hiring since January, wage 
growth remains weak and 
is barely keeping up with 
inflation. Retail sales are 
closely watched because 
consumer spending ac¬ 
counts for 70 percent of 
the economy. 

Still, economists were en¬ 
couraged by some of the 
details in the report. A mea¬ 
sure of retail sales that ex¬ 
cludes volatile categories 
such as gasoline and autos 
rose at a solid 0.6 percent 


clip. Clothing stores, sport¬ 
ing goods stores and de¬ 
partment stores all record¬ 
ed decent sales gains. And 
a category that includes 


online and catalog retail¬ 
ers jumped 0.9 percent in 
June and has increased 
8.1 percent in the past 12 
months. That’s nearly dou¬ 
ble the 4.3 percent growth 
in overall retail sales in the 
past year. 

“While the headline num¬ 


ber for June was disap¬ 
pointing, there were some 
underlying pockets of 
strength,” Jim Baird, chief 
investment officer for Plan¬ 


te Moran Financial Advi¬ 
sors, said. “The solid ad¬ 
vance ... across numerous 
retail sectors suggests that 
consumers are spending, 
but doing so selectively." 
Sales at auto and auto 
parts dealers fell 0.3 per¬ 
cent, which contradicts 
strong data released by 
the automakers them¬ 
selves earlier this month. 
The automakers had said 
sales reached an eight- 


year high in June. The two 
sets of data can some¬ 
times conflict on a month- 
to-month basis. 

Retail sales were revised 


(AP Photo/Gene J. Puskar) 

higher in May to 0.5 per¬ 
cent from 0.3 percent, and 
in April to 0.6 percent from 
0.5 percent. 

Most analysts now expect 
the economy will expand 
at about a 3 percent an¬ 
nual pace in the April-June 
quarter, a forecast that 
was little changed by the 
retail sales report. That’s 
not as strong a rebound 
as many economists had 
hoped from a weak first 


quarter, when the econ¬ 
omy shrank 2.9 percent, 
largely because of cold 
weather. 

Economists had expected 
second-quarter growth of 
3.5 percent rate a month 
ago, according to a survey 
by the National Association 
for Business Economics. 
Several retailers have re¬ 
ported disappointing sales 
in the past month. Fam¬ 
ily Dollar, the Container 
Store and the Gap have 
all blamed falling sales on 
consumer caution. The 
CEO of the Container Store 
said the chain has been 
hurt by a “retail funk.” 

Yet some other stores re¬ 
ported healthy sales gains, 
including the discount club 
chain Costco and grocery 
chain Kroger’s. 

Purchases of large items 
like autos may be leaving 
many Americans with less 
money to spend on discre¬ 
tionary items like clothes 
and electronics. Rising gro¬ 
cery prices have likely also 
squeezed household bud¬ 
gets. Still, employers are 
hiring at a healthy pace, 
which may give Americans 
more confidence to spend. 
Employers have added an 
average of 230,000 jobs 
a month in the first half of 
this year, up from 194,000 a 
month in 2013. □ 



Jody Dickman, of Pittsburgh, shops at a Gap store in Pittsburgh. The Commerce Department re¬ 
leased retail sales data for June on Tuesday, July 15, 2014. 


US businesses rebuild stockpiles at steady pace 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U S. 

companies restocked their 
store shelves and ware¬ 
houses at a steady pace 
in May, a sign they expect 
sales will remain solid in the 
months ahead. 

Business stockpiles rose 0.5 
percent in May, the Com¬ 
merce Department said 
Tuesday. 

That was down slightly 
from a 0.6 percent gain in 
the previous month. April’s 
increase was the highest 
in six months. Total busi- 
nesssales rose 0.4 percent, 
much lower than April's 0.8 
percent gain. 

Steady inventory rebuild¬ 
ing can bolster economic 
growth by increasing de¬ 
mand for manufactured 
goods and boosting fac¬ 


tory production. 

Economists generally were 
encouraged by the report. 
“With two months of accu¬ 
mulating stockpiles, we are 
on track for inventories to 
boost growth in the second 
quarter,” said Tim Quinlan, 
an economist at Wells Far¬ 
go Securities. 

Still, sales need to remain 
healthy so that companies 
aren’t stuck with unwanted 
inventories. 

For May, inventories at the 
wholesale level climbed 0.5 
percent, while inventories 
held by retailers ticked up 
just 0.2 percent. Stockpiles 
held by manufacturers rose 
0.8 percent. 

Businesses sharply cut back 
on restocking in the first 
three months of the year, 
a big reason the economy 
shrank at a 2.9 percent 


annual rate. That was the 
largest contraction since 
the first quarter of 2009, in 
the depths of the recession. 
But since then companies 
have stepped up their in¬ 
ventory rebuilding. 

Greater restocking sug¬ 
gests that companies 
are confident consumer 
and business spending 
will grow, and they want 
to ensure that they have 
enough goods to meet the 
demand. 

A report earlier Tuesday 
showed that retail sales in¬ 
creased at a tepid pace of 
just 0.2 percent in June. But 
there were also encourag¬ 
ing signs in the report: sales 
in a category that excludes 
volatile goods such as au¬ 
tos, gas and building mate¬ 
rials increased at a healthy 
0.6 percent pace.Q 
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Yellen: America’s economy still needs Fed support 



Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen testifies on Capitol Hill in Washington, Tuesday, July 15, 2014, 
before the Senate Banking Committee. Yellen said Tuesday that the economic recovery is not 
yet complete and for that reason the Fed intends to keep providing significant support to boost 
growth and improve labor market conditions. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


accommodation remains 
appropriate," Yellen said in 
her testimony. 

In answering questions, Yel¬ 
len said that while the drop 
in the unemployment rate 
was encouraging, it was 
too soon for the Fed to be¬ 
gin raising interest rates, 
given past periods in this re¬ 
covery where hopeful signs 
of an acceleration in eco¬ 
nomic activity fizzled out. 
With its key short-term inter¬ 
est rate already as low as it 
can go, Yellen said the Fed 
had no margin for error. 
“The Federal Reserve does 
need to be quite cau¬ 
tious with respect to mon¬ 
etary policy. We have in 
the past seen sort of false 
dawns, periods in which we 
thought our growth would 


speed, pick up and the la¬ 
bor market would improve 
more quickly and later 
events have proven those 
hopes to be unfortunately 
over-optimistic,” she told 
the committee. “We need 
to be careful to make sure 
that the economy is on a 
solid trajectory before we 
consider raising rates.” 
Yellen was scheduled to 
testify twice this week, be¬ 
fore the Senate panel on 
Tuesday and the House Fi¬ 
nancial Services Commit¬ 
tee on Wednesday. She 
delivered her first monetary 
report to Congress in Febru¬ 
ary, just a week after being 
sworn in to succeed Ben 
Bernanke as the first wom¬ 
an to head the central 
bank.Q 


MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Fed¬ 
eral Reserve Chair Janet 
Yellen said Tuesday that 
the economic recovery 
is not yet complete and 
for that reason the Fed in¬ 
tends to keep providing 
significant support to boost 
growth and improve labor 
market conditions. 

In delivering the Fed’s semi¬ 
annual economic report 
to Congress, Yellen said 
the Fed’s future actions 
will depend on how well 
the economy performs. 
She says if labor market 
conditions continue to im¬ 
prove more quickly than 
anticipated, the Fed could 
raise its key short-term inter¬ 
est rate sooner than cur¬ 
rently projected. But she 
said weaker conditions will 
mean a longer period of 
low rates. Many econo¬ 
mists believe the federal 
funds rate, which has been 
at a record low near zero 
since December 2008, will 
not be increased until next 
summer. Yellen said current 
monthly bond purchases 
will likely end in October. 
Those bond purchases 
have been trimmed five 
times, taking them from 
$85 billion per month down 
to $35 billion per month 
currently. Yellen said if the 
economy keeps improving, 
the Fed will keep reducing 
the bond purchases at up¬ 


coming meetings with the 
final move being a $15 bil¬ 
lion reduction at the Octo¬ 
ber meeting. 

In her testimony before 
the Senate Banking Com¬ 
mittee, Yellen said the 
economy is improving and 
the sharp downturn in eco¬ 
nomic activity in the first 
three months of the year 
was likely the result of tem¬ 
porary factors. 

“Although the economy 
continues to improve, the 
recovery is not yet com¬ 
plete," she said. Even with 
a drop in the unemploy¬ 
ment rate to the lowest lev¬ 
el since September 2008, 
Yellen said there were nu¬ 
merous signs of significant 
slack in the labor market, 
including continued weak 
growth in wages. 

She also played down a re¬ 
cent acceleration in infla¬ 
tion, noting that inflation still 
remained below the Fed's 
2 percent target. Prices 
were up 1.8 percent for the 
12 months through May. 
Because labor market 
conditions have not yet 
fully recovered from the 
deep 2007-2009 recession 
and because inflation re¬ 
mains below target, Yel¬ 
len said the Fed expected 
to continue with its current 
policies of keeping interest 
rates exceptionally low to 
boost economic activity. 
“We judge that a high de¬ 
gree of monetary policy 


ATENCION 


CAP Compania Arubano di Petroleo N.V. ta informa publico en general cu e compania REPSOL lo 

haci un investigacion di exploracion sismico den lama rond di Aruba. 

• E exploracion sismico aki ta tuma luga den cumplimento di un contract entre REPSOL y CAP a 
base di articulo 3 y 4 di e "Petroleumverordening zeegebied Aruba". 

• E investigacion sismico lo cuminsa dia 2 di juli 2014 y lo dura mas o menos 3 luna. 

• E barco sismico M/V Polar Duke lo lastra 12 kabel cu un largura di 8 km pa 1 0 km. 

• Dos otro barco di apoyo CASSANDRA VI y TARASKA RG lo duna sosten logistico na e 
operacionnan di e investigacion y lo mantene comunicacion cu barconan den e area. 

• Tur actividad lo ta na un distancia di mas di 3 kilometer for di costa. 

• CAP N.V. ta haci un peticion na tur dono di barco pa coopera pa e investigacion por tuma 
lugar na un forma sigur y adecuado. 

CAP Compania Arubano di Petroleo N.V. brings to the attention of the public in general that the 

company REPSOL will be conducting a seismic exploration survey offshore Aruba. 

• This seismic survey is conducted in fulfillment of a contract between REPSOL and CAP in accordance 
with articles 3 and 4 of the Petroleum Ordinance offshore Aruba. 

• The seismic survey will start the 2nd of July 2014 and will have a duration of approximately 3 months. 

• The seimic vessel M/V Polar Duke will tow 12 submarine cables of 8 km -10 km. 

• Two support vessels CASSANDRA VI and TARASKA RG will give logistical assistance to the operations 
during the seismic survey and will maintain communications with other ships in the area. 

• All seismic acquisition will be conducted at a distance of more than 3 kilometer from the coast. 

• CAP N.V. requests the co-operation of boat owners in order to ensure that the survey is conducted in a 
safe and proper manner. 
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Israel declares Hamas to pay price for its ‘no’ to truce 


KARIN LAUB 
ARON HELLER 
Associated Press 
GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip (AP) 

— Israel resumed its heavy 
bombardment of Gaza 
on Tuesday and warned 
that Hamas “would pay 
the price" after the Islamic 
militant group rejected an 
Egyptian truce plan and 
instead unleashed more 
rocket barrages at the 
Jewish state. 

Late Tuesday, the military 
urged tens of thousands of 
residents of northern and 
eastern Gaza to leave their 
homes by Wednesday 
morning, presumable a 
prelude to air strikes there. 
Rocket fire from killed an 
Israeli man Tuesday, the 
first Israeli fatality in eight 
days of fighting. In Gaza, 
197 people were killed and 
close to 1,500 wounded 
so far, Palestinian officials 
said, making it the deadli¬ 
est Israel-Hamas confron¬ 
tation in just over five years. 
The Egyptian proposal, ini¬ 
tially accepted by Israel, 
had been the first attempt 
to end the fighting. 

It unraveled in less than 
a day, a sign that it will 
be harder than before to 
reach a truce. Hamas does 
not consider Egypt’s cur¬ 
rent rulers — who deposed 
a Hamas-friendly govern¬ 
ment in Cairo a year ago 

— to be fair brokers. 
Violence is bound to esca¬ 
late in coming days. 

Hamas believes it has lit¬ 
tle to lose by continuing 
to fight, while a truce on 
unfavorable terms could 
further weaken its grip on 
the Gaza Strip, a territory it 
seized in 2007. Underscor¬ 
ing that position, Gaza mili¬ 
tants fired more than 120 
rockets and mortar rounds 
at Israel on Tuesday, dur¬ 
ing what Egypt had hoped 
would be a period of de- 
escalation. 


A particularly heavy bar¬ 
rage came around dusk, 
with more than 40 rockets 
hitting Israel in just a few 
minutes, including one that 
fell on an empty school. TV 
footage showed children 
cowering behind a wall in 
Tel Aviv's main square as si¬ 
rens went off. An Israeli man 


in his 30s was killed near the 
Gaza border when he was 
delivering food to soldiers 
— the first Israeli death. 
Hamas' defiance prompt¬ 
ed Israeli warnings. In an 
evening address aired live 
on TV, Prime Minister Ben¬ 
jamin Netanyahu said that 
after Hamas’ rejection of 
the truce, Israel had “no 
choice” but to respond 
more forcefully. 

“Hamas chose to continue 
fighting and will pay the 
price for that decision," 
he said. “When there is no 
cease-fire, our answer is 
fire.” 

After holding its fire for 
six hours, the Israeli air 


force resumed its heavy 
bombardment of Gaza, 
launching 33 strikes from 
midafternoon, the military 
said. In all, Israeli aircraft 
struck close to 1,700 times 
since July 8, while Gaza 
militants fired more than 
1,200 rockets at Israel. 
Netanyahu said Israel 


would have liked to see 
a diplomatic solution, but 
would keep attacking 
until rocket fire stops and 
Hamas’ military capabili¬ 
ties are diminished. The Is¬ 
raeli leader said he would 
“widen and increase” the 
campaign against Hamas, 
but it remains unclear if 
that will include a ground 
offensive. 

Israel has warned it might 
send troops into Gaza and 
has massed thousands 
of soldiers on the border. 
However, entering Gaza 
would likely drive up casu¬ 
alties on both sides. Israel 
has hesitated in the past 
to embark on ground op¬ 


erations for fear of getting 
entangled in the densely 
populated territory of 1.7 
million. 

Late Tuesday, the Israeli 
military told residents of 
the northern town of Beit 
Lahiya and the Gaza City 
neighborhoods of Shijaiyah 
and Zeitoun in automated 


phone calls to leave their 
homes by early Wednes¬ 
day. 

Sami Wadiya, a resident of 
one of the areas likely to 
be targeted, said he would 
not leave his home. “We 
know it’s risky, but there are 
no secure places to go to,” 
he said. 

In Washington, State De¬ 
partment spokeswoman 
Jen Psaki said Israel has the 
right to defend itself, but 
that “no one wants to see 
a ground war.” 

“Our effort remains fo¬ 
cused on seeing if we can 
return to a cease-fire,” she 
said. 

The current round has been 


the deadliest since a major 
Israeli military offensive in 
the winter of 2008-09. The 
previous outbreak of cross- 
border violence, in 2012, 
eventually ended with the 
help of Egypt, at the time 
seen as a trusted broker by 
Hamas. 

Hamas officials Tuesday 


rejected the current Egyp¬ 
tian plan as is, noting they 
weren't consulted by Cai¬ 
ro. Some portrayed the 
truce offer as an ultimatum 
presented to Hamas by Is¬ 
rael and Egypt. 

The officials said the Egyp¬ 
tian plan offered no tangi¬ 
ble achievements, particu¬ 
larly on easing the border 
blockade that has been 
enforced by Israel and 
Egypt to varying degrees 
since 2007. Egypt tightened 
the closure in the past year 
by shutting down smug¬ 
gling tunnels that were cru¬ 
cial for Gaza's economy, 
pushing Hamas into a se¬ 
vere financial crisis.Q 





Smoke rises after an Israeli missile strike in Gaza City, Tuesday, July 15, 2014. The Israeli military says it has resumed airstrikes on 
Gaza after Hamas militants violated a de-escalation brokered by Egypt. 

(AP Photo/Adel Hana) 
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Iraqi parliament breaks its 
deadlock to elect speaker 

QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 

SINAN SALAHEDDIN 
Associated Press 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Iraqi lawmakers broke two weeks 
of deadlock Tuesday and elected a moderate Sunni 
as speaker of parliament, taking the first step toward 
forming a new government that is widely seen as cru¬ 
cial to confronting militants who have overrun much 
of the country. 

Still, it was not clear whether lawmakers had reached 
a larger deal that would also include an agreement 
on the most contentious decision — the choice for 
prime minister. The incumbent, Nouri al-Maliki, has 
ruled the country since 2006, but is under intense pres¬ 
sure to step aside. So far, he has insisted on staying for 
a third term. 

After voting behind closed doors, the legislature tallied 
the results on a whiteboard wheeled into the hall that 
showed Sunni lawmaker Salim al-Jubouri winning with 
194 votes out of 273 cast in the 328-seat parliament. A 
second candidate, Shorooq al-Abayachi, received 19 
votes. There were 60 abstentions. 

“Today’s step demonstrates the country’s democracy 
and national unity,” said Shiite lawmaker Abbas al- 
Bayati, putting a decidedly positive spin on a vote that 
was delayed twice. “We have now a legislative body 
that can do its job in building democracy.” 

Lawmakers broke into applause after al-Jubouri 
passed the 165-vote threshold needed to win the post, 
and some of his colleagues padded over to offer their 
congratulations. 

According to the constitution, parliament now has 30 
days to elect a president, who will then have 15 days 
to ask the leader of the largest bloc in the legislature 
to form a government. Then a prime minister will be 
picked. Under an informal agreement that took hold 
after the 2003 U.S.-led invasion, the speaker’s chair 
goes to a Sunni, the presidency to a Kurd and the 
prime minister’s post to a Shiite. 

The inability of al-Maliki's government to halt the mili¬ 
tant offensive over the past month has deeply shaken 
confidence, both at home and abroad, in his ability to 
hold Iraq together. His opponents — and even many 
of his former allies — accuse him of trying to monopo¬ 
lize power and alienating the Sunni minority. 

Al-Maliki has so far refused to withdraw his candidacy, 
and insists he has a mandate because his bloc won 
the most seats in April elections. 

Despite al-Jubouri’s election, signs quickly emerged 
that any agreement on a president, prime minister and 
eventually a new Cabinet may still take some time. 
Al-Bayati, the State of Law coalition legislator, said the 
Shiite bloc's support for al-Jubouri Tuesday was predi¬ 
cated upon reciprocal support for al-Maliki’s prime 
minister bid. “There is an ethical and political agree¬ 
ment with the blocs to whom we gave our vote today 
to support their candidate for the post of parliament 
speaker, and to vote for our candidate for the post of 
prime minister: al-Maliki” al-Bayati saidO 


Ukraine airstrike kills 11 civilians 



Rescue workers remove debris at a collapsed apartment after 
an airstrike in Snizhne, 100 kms east from the city of Donetsk, 
eastern Ukraine Tuesday, July 15, 2014. An airstrike demolished 
an apartment block in eastern Ukraine on Tuesday, killing at 
least nine civilians, rescue workers said. The attack adds to the 
steadily growing number of civilians killed over four months 
in a dogged pro-Russian insurgency. Government officials 
denied the Tuesday strike was carried out by Ukraine's air 
force. (AP Photo/Dmitry Lovetsky) 


PETER LEONARD 
Associated Press 
SNIZHNE, Ukraine (AP) 

— An airstrike in eastern 
Ukraine sent an apartment 
building crumpling to the 
ground Tuesday, killing at 
least 11 people and add¬ 
ing to the steadily mount¬ 
ing civilian death toll from 
the fighting between gov¬ 
ernment forces and pro- 
Russian insurgents. 

Rebels pinned the attack 
on the Ukrainian air force. 
The government swiftly de¬ 
nied blame but was not im¬ 
mediately able to offer an 
alternative explanation. 
The bombing in the rebel- 
held town of Snizhne dem¬ 
onstrated how airstrikes 
and heavy rocket fire are 
becoming increasingly 
common as the conflict 
drags into its fourth month. 
The attack comes one day 
after a Ukrainian military 
transport plane was shot 
down in disputed circum¬ 
stances. 

The devastation in Snizhne 
bore signs of a strike by sev¬ 
eral missiles and left only a 
mountain of smoking de¬ 
bris. The four-story apart¬ 
ment block appeared to 
have been hit in two sep¬ 
arate spots, causing the 
collapse of several tiers. A 
nearby house was also de¬ 
stroyed. 

Resident Igor Chernetsov 
lost his wife in the attack. 
“I heard an explosion, and 
suddenly I was thrown out 
of the apartment, out of 
the fourth floor,” said Cher¬ 
netsov, his head swathed 
in a bandage. “I woke up 
covered in dust and had 
no idea what had hap¬ 
pened.” 

Health officials in the 
Donetsk region, which in¬ 
cludes Snizhne, provided 
the number of dead. Res¬ 
cue workers pulled a small 
child with broken legs alive 
from the rubble as grieving 
residents sifted for belong¬ 


ings. An Associated Press 
reporter counted six large 
impact craters. 

Dmitry Tymchuk, a military 
analyst who coordinates 
closely with Ukraine's De¬ 
fense Ministry, said that 
since rebels are unlikely to 
have any planes capable 
of conducting the bomb¬ 
ing, there could only be 
one explanation. 

“Only Russian aviation 
could have performed the 
airstrike on Snizhne,” he 


wrote on his Facebook ac¬ 
count. 

The Defense Ministry 
stopped short of that claim 
but insisted the bombing 
could not have been car¬ 
ried out by the air force 
as none of its planes were 
on sorties at the time of 
the strike. Security Council 
spokesman Andrei Lysenko 
called the incident a “cyni¬ 
cal and bloody provoca¬ 
tion" aimed at discrediting 
the armed forces. □ 
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Rush-hour Moscow subway derails: 21 dead. 


VITNIJA SALDAVA 
NATALIYA VASILYEVA 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — A sub¬ 
way train derailed Tuesday 
deep below Moscow’s 
streets, twisting and man¬ 
gling crowded rail cars at 
the height of the morning 
rush hour. At least 21 peo¬ 
ple were killed, Russian of¬ 
ficials said, and 136 were 
hospitalized, many with se¬ 
rious injuries. 

The Russian capital’s air¬ 
ports and transit systems 
have been a prime target 
for terrorists over the past 
two decades, but mul¬ 
tiple officials vigorously dis¬ 
missed terrorism as a pos¬ 
sible cause. 

The Moscow Metro is world- 
famous for its palatial inte¬ 
riors with mosaics, chande¬ 
liers and marble benches. 
Park Pobedy, where the 
derailment occurred, is 


Moscow’s deepest metro 
station — 84 meters (275 
feet) below the surface — 
which made the rescue 
particularly difficult. 


The station serves the vast 
park where Russia’s World 
War II museum is located. 

It was unclearwhat caused 
the train to derail. Lines of 


inquiry included a fault in 
one of the cars or the sink¬ 
ing of the roadbed, ac¬ 
cording to Vladimir Markin, 
spokesman for Russia’s top 
investigative body. He said 
other officials who said ear¬ 
lier that a power surge trig¬ 
gered an alarm, causing 
the train to stop abruptly, 
were incorrect. 

Of fhe 136 people hospi¬ 
talized, at least 42 were in 
grave condition, health of¬ 
ficials said. 

One citizen of China and 
one citizen of Tajikistan 
were among those killed, 
Russian news agencies 
quoted city officials as say¬ 
ing. 

Over 1,100 people were 
evacuated from the train, 
which was stuck between 
two stations, in a rescue 
operation that ended more 
than 12 hours after the ac¬ 
cident. One woman taken 


136 hurt 

from the scene died at a 
Moscow hospital. 

In video released by the 
Emergency Situations Min¬ 
istry, several wrecked train 
cars looked almost coiled, 
occupying the entire width 
of fhe funnel. Workers were 
trying to force open the 
mangled doors of one car 
to retrieve bodies. Photos 
posted on social media 
sites showed passengers 
walking along the tracks in 
the dimly lit tunnel. 

Russian officials rushed to 
open an investigation into 
the accident. 

President Vladimir Putin, 
who is traveling in Brazil, de¬ 
manded a detailed investi¬ 
gation into the “reasons for 
the event” and asked the 
country's top investigators 
to open a criminal case, 
his spokesman told Russian 
news agencies.Q 



Paramedics and firefighters carry an injured man out of a sub¬ 
way station after a rush-hour subway train derailment in Mos¬ 
cow, Russia, Tuesday, July 15, 2014. A rush-hour subway train 
derailed in Moscow Tuesday, killing more than 20 people and 
injuring scores, emergency officials said. The cause of the de¬ 
railment is being investigated. 

(AP Photo/Ivan Sekretarev) 


89 killed in worst Afghanistan bombing since 2001 


RAHIM FAIEZ 
Associated Press 
KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — 

A suicide bomber blew up 
a car packed with explo¬ 
sives near a busy market 
and a mosque in eastern 
Afghanistan on Tuesday, 
killing at least 89 people in 
the deadliest insurgent at¬ 
tack on civilians since the 
2001 U.S.-led invasion. 

The explosion destroyed 
dozens of mud-brick 
shops, flipped cars over 
and stripped trees of their 
branches, brutally under¬ 
scoring the country’s insta¬ 
bility as U.S. troops prepare 
to leave by the end of the 
year and politicians in Ka¬ 
bul struggle for power after 
a disputed presidential run¬ 
off. 

Gen. Mohammad Zahir 
Azimi, the Defense Minis¬ 
try spokesman, said the 
bomber detonated his ex¬ 


plosives as he drove by the 
crowded market in a re¬ 
mote town in Urgun district, 
in the Paktika province bor¬ 
dering Pakistan. 

Azimi gave the death toll 
and said more than 40 oth¬ 
er people were wounded. 
The military supplied heli¬ 
copters and ambulances 
to take the victims to the 
hospital, he said, add¬ 
ing that the explosion de¬ 
stroyed more than 20 shops 
and dozens of vehicles. 
Many of the victims were 
buried under the rubble, 
said Mohammad Reza Kha- 
roti, administrative chief of 
Urgun district. 

“It was a very brutal suicide 
attack against poor civil¬ 
ians,” he said. “There was 
no military base nearby." 
There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for 
the blast, and the Taliban 
issued a statement denying 


involvement, saying they 
“strongly condemn attacks 
on local people.” Several 
other insurgent groups op¬ 
erate in Afghanistan. 

The U.N. mission in Afghani¬ 
stan said initial reports “sug¬ 


gest that the attacker pre¬ 
maturely detonated after 
police detected the explo¬ 
sives in his vehicle.” 
“Today’s appalling attack 
during Ramadan — an oc¬ 
casion that should be ob¬ 


served in a spirit of peace 
and compassion — should 
be condemned in the 
strongest possible terms, 
and the perpetrators must 
be held accountable,” 
said Jan Kubis, the U.N. rep¬ 
resentative to Afghanistan. 
It was the deadliest insur¬ 
gent attack against civil¬ 
ians since violence rose 
after the U.S. invasion that 
ousted the Taliban in 2001. 
It exceeded the toll of twin 
bombings on Dec. 6, 2011, 
that targeted Shiite Muslims 
and killed 80 people in Ka¬ 
bul and Mazar-i-Sharif. 

It was also the first major at¬ 
tack since a weekend deal 
between the two Afghan 
presidential contenders, 
brokered by U.S. Secretary 
of Sfate John Kerry, overf¬ 
ed a dangerous riff in the 
country’s troubled democ¬ 
racy following last month’s 
disputed runoff.□ 



Afghanistan’s security forces and civilians walk at the site of a 
suicide attack in the Urgun area of Paktika province, Afghani¬ 
stan, Tuesday, July 15, 2014. The attack near a busy market and 
a mosque killed at least 89 people in the deadliest insurgent 
attack on civilians since the 2001 U.S.-led invasion. 

(AP Photo/Pajhwok News Agency) 
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Typhoon slams into Philippines; thousands evacuate 


18 dead after 
Filipino rebels 
hit tribesmen 

MANILA, Philippines (AP) 

— Dozens of communist 
rebels attacked armed 
tribesmen, who were later 
reinforced by army troops, 
in a southern Philippine 
province Tuesday, ignit¬ 
ing pockets of fighting that 
killed 18 combatants, mili¬ 
tary officials said. 

It was one of the bloodi¬ 
est, single-day attacks this 
year from Marxist insurgen¬ 
cy, which has been going 
for 45 years. New People’s 
Army guerrillas attacked 
Manobo tribesmen in a vil¬ 
lage of Prosperidad town 
in Agusan del Sur prov¬ 
ince after dawn, sparking 
a two-hour gunbattle that 
killed 12 insurgents and 
four tribesmen, said army 
Maj. Gen. Ricardo Visaya. 
Visaya said army troops 
were deployed to rein¬ 
force the tribesmen and 
block possible escape 
routes of the guerrillas, 
igniting more fighting in 
nearby villages that killed a 
soldier and another rebel. 
Army troops tipped off the 
Manobos about a possible 
rebel attack, allowing the 
tribesmen to brace for the 
battle, he said. 

The Maoist guerrillas with¬ 
drew into the woods, and 
army troops, backed by 
rocket-firing helicopters, 
pursued them, military of¬ 
ficials said.The rebels were 
trying to recruit the tribes¬ 
men, but that turned vio¬ 
lent when the tribesmen 
refused, according to re¬ 
gional military command¬ 
er Lt. Gen. Rainier Cruz. It 
was not immediately clear 
if the fighting was linked 
to longstanding rivalries 
over control of small gold¬ 
mining activities in parts 
of Agusan del Sur, about 
830 kilometers (515 miles) 
southeast of Manila. □ 


JIM GOMEZ 
Associated Press 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) 

— A typhoon slammed 
into the northeastern Phil¬ 
ippines late Tuesday night, 
flooding low-lying villag¬ 
es, ripping off roofs and 
knocking down trees and 
electric posts in a disaster- 
prone region where tens of 
thousands of people fled 
to safety ahead of the del¬ 
uge. 

Damage from Typhoon 
Rammasun could not be 
assessed until daybreak, 
especially in areas that lost 
power while being pum- 
meled by the wind and 
rain. No casualties were 
immediately reported, 
though three fishermen 
were missing in Catan- 
duanes province. 

The fast-moving typhoon 
made landfall in near¬ 
by Albay province while 
packing sustained winds 
of 130 kilometers (80 miles) 
per hour and gusts of up to 
160 kph (99 mph). Head¬ 
ing northwest, the storm is 
forecast to hit Manila, the 
flood-prone capital of 12 
million people, on Wednes¬ 
day morning. 

Polangui Mayor Cherilie 


LOUISE WATT 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — Three mem¬ 
bers of an imprisoned pas¬ 
tor’s family have sneaked 
out of China to the U.S. 
with the help of activists 
after complaining about 
an extended campaign of 
harassment by Chinese au¬ 
thorities, a Christian rights 
group said Tuesday. 

Zhang Shaojie's daughter, 
son-in-law and 1-year-old 
grandchild landed in Dal¬ 
las, Texas, on Monday, ac¬ 
cording to U.S.-based Chi¬ 
na Aid. The group said an 


Mella Sampal estimated 
more than half of the 
15,000 to 20,000 houses in 
her rice-growing town may 


have been damaged or 
blown away by the fierce 
wind and rain that came 
around nightfall. 

As the typhoon raged for 
about three hours, Sam¬ 
pal said she saw the wind 


underground network of 
activists helped the three 
leave China via South¬ 
east Asia. Zhang, who led 
the Nanle County Chris¬ 
tian Church in the central 
province of Henan, was 
sentenced this month to 12 
years in prison on charges 
of fraud and gathering 
crowds to disturb public 
order. Zhang’s church is 
sanctioned by the com¬ 
munist government, which 
allows worship only in state- 
monitored groups, but was 
involved in a dispute with 
local authorities over land 


topple electric posts and 
lift roofs off houses. Many 
fallen trees also blocked 
roads in her town of 80,000 


people, about 10,000 of 
whom were moved to 
safety, she said. 

While Albay is used to ca¬ 
lamities inflicted by storms 
and Mayon, the country’s 
most active volcano, Sam- 


for a new building. 

While land disputes are 
common in China, Zhang's 
popularity prompted other 
Christians to rally around 
him to defend what they 
say is religious freedom. 
China Aid founder Bob Fu 
said that after Zhang was 
sentenced, his elderly par¬ 
ents received threats and 
were harassed, his daugh¬ 
ter's car was kept by police 
and Nanle officials mobi¬ 
lized different government 
agencies to write to the 
court to ask for a longer 
sentence. 


pal said her townfolk were 
apprehensive after wit¬ 
nessing the massive devas¬ 
tation and deaths wrought 


by Typhoon Haiyan in the 
central Philippines last No¬ 
vember. 

“We're used to and pre¬ 
pared for calamities," 
Sampal told The Associ¬ 
ated Press by cellphoneO 


Calls to Nanle police and 
the press office of the Nan¬ 
le Communist Propaganda 
Department rang unan¬ 
swered. A press officer at 
the Henan police depart¬ 
ment said he did not have 
any information about 
Zhang Huixin and her fam¬ 
ily. Fu said Zhang’s daugh¬ 
ter, Zhang Huixin; her hus¬ 
band, Sun Zhulei; and their 
daughter. Sun Jiexi, were 
blocked at Beijing's airport 
on June 23 from leaving the 
country by Chinese security 
officials citing “national se¬ 
curity." □ 


Jailed Chinese pastor’s family escapes to US 



Residents reinforce their homes built on stilts as they brace for incoming Typhoon Rammasun 
beside Manila’s bay, Philippines on Tuesday, July 15, 2014. Haunted by the memories of Typhoon 
Haiyan’s deadly fury last year, tens of thousands of villagers fled from disaster-prone areas Tues¬ 
day as Typhoon Rammasun blew closer toward the northeastern Philippines, where it was ex¬ 
pected to hit land at nightfall then barrel its way in the dark across densely-populated regions 
toward the capital, Manila. 

(AP Photo/Aaron Favila) 
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SAIL, SNORKEL, SWIM fc SWING 

DAILY 9am-1pm $60 pp 

Visit 3 Great sites with BBQ, 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON CRUISE I DAILY SUNSET SAIL 

DAILY 2pm - 5pm $45 pp I DAILY 5:30pm - 7:30pm $32 pp 

Our shorter snorkel cruise, with I Enjoy spectacular sunset. Open 
Open Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! I Bar & Ropeswing included 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations paa 04A7/EQ0 7QCO 
ONLY - Present coupon at boarding OOO O I Uf /Ov6 a 0O0 


Save $10 per couple/per coupon for 
morning cruise Save $5 per couple/ 
per coupon for afternoon cruise 


BRICS nations agree to create own development bank 


FORTALEZA, Brazil (AP) — 

The leaders of five emerg¬ 
ing market powers said 
at a summit Tuesday that 
they agreed to create a 
development bank worth 
$100 billion that will have its 
headquarters in China. 

The first president of the 
New Development Bank 
will be from India and the 
position will rotate every 
five years among Brazil, 
Russia, India, China and 
South Africa — the so- 
called BRICS nations, a 
joint statement from the 
leaders said. 

BRICS leaders conferred 
in a closed session earlier 
in the day at their confer¬ 
ence in northeastern Brazil, 
then announced concrete 
plans for the bank at an 
afternoon session open to 
the press. 

The new bank is seen as a 
strong push by the BRICS 
against the World Bank 
and the International Mon¬ 
etary Fund, which the de¬ 


veloping world has long 
complained it far too U.S.- 
and European-centric. 
“Based on sound bank¬ 


ing principles, the NDB will 
strengthen the coopera¬ 
tion among our countries 
and will supplement the ef¬ 


forts of multilateral and re¬ 
gional financial institutions 
for global development,” 
the statement said. 



Leaders of the BRICS nations, from left, Russia’s President Vladimir Putin, India’s Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Brazil's President Dilma Rousseff, China's President Xi Jinping and South Africa's 
President Jacob Zuma, pose for a group photo during the BRICS summit in Fortaleza, Brazil, 
Tuesday, July 15, 2014. The leaders of the BRICS nations are expected to officially create a 
bailout and development fund worth $100 billion. It's meant to be an alternative to the World 
Bank and the International Monetary Fund, which are seen as being dominated by the U.S. and 
Europe. (AP Photo/Silvia Izquierdo) 


Puerto Rico church abuse case ruling causes outcry 


DANICA COTO 

Associated Press 

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP) 

— Puerto Rico’s justice sec¬ 
retary criticized a Supreme 
Court decision allowing a 
Roman Catholic diocese 
to withhold the names of 
sex abuse victims who wish 
to remain private, saying 
Tuesday it would help the 
church protect pedophile 
priests. The court’s ruling 
outraged authorities who 
are investigating sex abuse 
allegations against at least 
17 priests and eight dio¬ 
ceses in the U.S. territory, 
where more than 70 per¬ 
cent of residents identify 
themselves as Catholic. 
“Let’s not create a sanc¬ 
tuary of impunity,” said 


Justice Secretary Cesar Mi¬ 
randa. “I thought we were 
headed into the 21st cen¬ 
tury. I'm afraid not. We are 
once again in medieval 
times." 

The Supreme Court on 
Monday said leaders of 
the Diocese of Arecibo in 
northeast Puerto Rico do 
not need to share informa¬ 
tion about alleged abuse if 
the victims are adults who 
revealed the details during 
confession or wish to main¬ 
tain their privacy. 

The court stated the dio¬ 
cese must contact possi¬ 
ble adult victims and allow 
them to decide whether 
to share information about 
their case with prosecu¬ 
tors. It said information 


that those victims provid¬ 
ed through a confession 
is considered confidential 
and does not have to be 
shared. If the information 
was not shared during a 
confession, a lower court 
must decide whether the 
government can obtain 
the information through 
other means. 

If the alleged abuse in¬ 
volves victims younger than 
18, however, the court said 
the diocese must share in¬ 
formation with prosecutors. 
Arecibo Bishop Daniel Fer¬ 
nandez celebrated the 
court's decision, particu¬ 
larly regarding the privacy 
of confession. 

“It is essential for us that 
the court has recognized 


that when a person seeks 
a priest to reveal a per¬ 
sonal matter, that com¬ 
munication is protected 
by absolute confidential¬ 
ity," he said. The diocese 
has defrocked six priests 
over abuse allegations, 
one of whom faces crimi¬ 
nal charges of committing 
lewd acts. It had filed suit 
against Miranda in Febru¬ 
ary, arguing it should not 
have to turn over informa¬ 
tion to prosecutors that 
would reveal the identities 
of the alleged victims. 
Miranda said prosecutors 
will continue their inves¬ 
tigation and that he will 
consider whether to ask 
the court to reconsider its 
decision. □ 


Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov told the 
Russian news agency 
ITAR-Tass that the deci¬ 
sion “confirmed that BRICS 
members, while speaking 
against unilateral actions 
in the world economy and 
politics, are not seeking 
confrontation but propose 
working out collective ap¬ 
proaches toward the reso¬ 
lution of any problems.” 
The New Development 
Bank will have an African 
regional branch in South 
Africa and eventually oth¬ 
er nations would be able 
to participate. 

The statement also alluded 
to Brazil's and India's long¬ 
standing quest to overhaul 
the United Nations Security 
Council, of which China 
and Russia are two of five 
permanent members with 
veto power. Those nations 
have in the past proved re¬ 
luctant to endorse Brazil’s 
and India’s ambitions, but 
Tuesday's statement said 
the BRICS nations “support 
their aspiration to play a 
greater role in the U.N." 
Though exhaustive, the 
joint statement largely 
steered clear of potentially 
divisive issues, like the con¬ 
flict in Ukraine between 
pro-government and pro- 
Russia factions. 

It touched only briefly on 
the matter, saying the five 
countries expressed their 
“deep concern" with the 
situation in Ukraine and 
urged “comprehensive 
dialogue, the de-escala¬ 
tion of the conflict and re¬ 
straint from all the actors 
involved, with a view to 
finding a peaceful political 
solution, in full compliance 
with the U.N. Charter and 
universally recognized hu¬ 
man rights and fundamen¬ 
tal freedoms. "□ 













RBC Art Rules Aruba Receives Two thumbs Up from Sponsors, Partners 




ORANJESTAD - Art Rules 
Aruba unfolding at Cas Di 
Cultura for its second week 
received sponsors, partners 
and supporters for a cour¬ 
tesy visit showcasing the 
artistic accomplishments 
of the students enrolled in 
various programs such as 
DJ, Music & Performance, 
Dance, Theater, Culinary 
Arts, Fashion, Creative Me¬ 
dia and a special Art Rules 
Junior, for 9-12 year olds. 


RBC Royal Bank’s Art Rules 
Aruba Kicked off in full ca¬ 
pacity with a record num¬ 
ber of applicants, 270, on 
Saturday, July 5th, confirm¬ 
ing that local youth loves 
Art education! 

In 2010, The Pancake Gal¬ 
lery Foundation, with twin 
sisters Ira and Ayra Kip at 
the helm, started offering 
the educational Art pro¬ 
gram during the summer 
months. That same pro¬ 


gram, is now celebrating 
its 5th anniversary. 

Over the course of the last 
four years, the program 
has seen more than 600 
young aspiring artists, all 
local teenagers between 
the ages of 13 and 26, who 
possess a passion for the 
Arts and the will to devel¬ 
op personal talents. Since 
2010, Art Rules Aruba has 
brought more than 54 inter¬ 
national artists and teach¬ 
ers from around the world 
to the Island to teach art in 
several disciplines. Starting 
with 6 disciplines 5 years 
ago. Art Rules has since 
grown into offering 9 art 
disciplines this year. 
Representatives of RBC 
Bank, the Marriott Aruba 
Resort & Stellaris Casino, 
Hertz Rent a Car, the Radis- 
son Aruba Resort Casino 
& Spa, AAA - Aeropuerto 
Reina Beatrix, SNS Reaal 
Fonds, Starbucks Coffee, 


La Cabana Beach Re¬ 
sort & Casino, Playa Linda 
Beach Resort, Salaman¬ 
der Holdings, Brown Law¬ 
yers, De Palm Tours, Insel 
Air, Prins Bernhard Cultu- 
ur fonds, The Hollywood 
Smokehouse, Kiwanis Club 
of Palm Beach Aruba, Vi¬ 
bration PR, Jolly Pirates, 
White Modern Cuisine, 
Gs*Me*Miss, ALNO Kitch¬ 
ens, the Department of 
Culture Aruba, Marketing 
Plus NV, and others were 
in the proud audience vis¬ 
iting the program on Tues¬ 


day morning. 

Art Rules Aruba will close 
with a “Tasting Competi¬ 
tion” in collaboration with 
Aruba Marriott on July 17th 
introduced by the Culinary 
Arts Students, followed by 
the final showcase of all 
students at Cas di Cultura 
on July 18th, with tickets 
available this whole week, 
and at the door. 

After the closing of the pro¬ 
gram, The Pancake Gallery 
will make a swift transition 
to Curapao as it will be de¬ 
buting Art Rules Curapao 
on July 21st. This is the first 
step in expanding the pro¬ 
gram in the Caribbean re¬ 
gion, which has become 
the goal for its founders 
with the aim of advancing 
art education everywhere, 
including Surinam, for a 
possible Art Rules Paramar¬ 
ibo in the near future. 

For more information on Art 
Rules, its past, present and 
future updates, visit www. 
artrlulesaruba.com or 
www.artrulescuracao.com 
or follow its social platforms 
via www.facebook.com/ 
artrulesaruba @artrulesU 
on twitter and @artrules- 
flicks on instagrarrO 
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Japanese and Chines*? Restaurant 


Lunch & Dinner 

Located in the lower 
lobby of the hotel. 
Please use side entrance 
in parking lot. 


. Ira us quin Boulevard. 77, (ex-West in Hotel) Tel: 586-3388. 


Tourist Kids Take Pride in Supporting Aruba’s Save the Reef Project! 


-You too can join the Jolly 
Pirates in creating aware¬ 
ness by wearing Bracelet 
Trios 




HADICURARI - Aruba’s Ma¬ 
rine Park Foundation in co¬ 
operation with the island’s 
popular water sports oper¬ 
ators, Jolly Pirates have im¬ 
plemented an especially 
worthy “Protect the Reefs 
bracelet” program. 

The simple concept of a set 
of three awareness brace¬ 
lets has been initiated to 
develop more reef care 
awareness and education¬ 
al programs in Aruba. 

You can feel good know¬ 
ing that 1 00% of your $ 15.00 
donation towards the at¬ 
tractive bracelet trios will 
show your support for the 
Marine Park Foundation. 
The attractive bracelets 
can be used as a special 
gift or as an Aruba souve¬ 
nir. 

This joint venture was first 
created between the 
Marine Park Foundation 
and the Jolly Pirates for 
their concerns for healthy 
reefs, vital for their guests 
to continue to enjoy year 


after year by developing 
further awareness for Reef 
Care programs and the 
healthier implementation 
of a new system for public 
moorings. 


We would like to encour¬ 
age more to show their 
support and interest in the 
Marine Park Foundation. 

A special thank you to 
those who made dona¬ 


tions and wear your Jolly Pi¬ 
rates Awareness Bracelets! 
You can feel good know¬ 
ing that your donations are 
being used well! 

If you wish to help create 
more Awareness for the 
project, you can make a 


donation and wear one of 
the Save the Reef - brace¬ 
lets for yourself. Bracelets 
also make great souve¬ 
nir gifts and can be pur¬ 
chased at the Jolly Pirates 
Souvenir shop located at 
MooMba Beach. □ 
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The More Family loves to drink Balashi beers at Salt & Pepper 



PALM BEACH - Balashi beer 
is the favorite beverage of 
James Moore and his wife. 
The relaxed couple finds the 
bottles really small, though, 
so they always order two 
per person per round of 
drinks and they crack jokes 
every time they visit Salt & 
Pepper restaurant at the 
Arawak Garden, where 
they are most welcome 


guests. Asked why they 
chose Salt & Pepper as 
their favorite restaurant, 
James says: 

“We were just tired and 
wanted to sit down 
somewhere”. Yeah, right! 
James and his wife often 
select Salt & Pepper’s 
daily specials during their 
holiday: they ask the staff 
to advise them and they 


are always happy with their 
choice. 

The two have been visiting 
the island thirty times or 
more, so they know the 
place inside-out. 

Salt & Pepper would like to 
say 'thank you’ to James 
and his wife for the many 
fun times they have had 
and hopes to see them 
back many more times.Q 
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Souvenirs and more. 


Baskin Robbins ■ Ounkin Donuts 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
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At Palm Beach Plaza Mall: 

First Mussels of the Season at Taste of Belgium Restaurant 





PALM BEACH - Although it 
might look like mussels are 
harvested from the foun¬ 
tain at the Palm Beach 
Plaza Mall in the photo, in 
reality they are flown in, 
dripping wet, from Zeeland 
in the South of Holland and 


the north of Belgium. The 
mussel season is starting 
tomorrow on Aruba, when 
Taste of Belgium Restau¬ 
rant is the first to offer this 
healthy delicacy, which is 
chockfull of vitamins and 
minerals. 


The mussels are served 
in three ways: in beer 




Aruba, Paradise in the Caribbean 


LeVent 


t "Earn 'Reach 


C: +297 5927275 
T: +297 2801005 
E: info@leventaruba.com 
J.E. Irausquin Blvrd. 244 
Eagle Beach, Aruba 


A luxurious residential complex 
built to the highest level, with quality 
finishes, bright spaces and all the details 
one could dream for in their home. 

Walking distance to Eagle Beach and 
Spectacular Ocean View. 
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(cooked in Stella Artois 
and served with three 
sauces, French fries and a 
salad) for $ 34.50, in white 
wine (cooked in Chardon- 
nay and served with three 
sauces, French fries and a 
salad) for $ 32.50 and as 
a Chef's Special (cooked 
in your choice of Belgian 
beer and served with 


French fries, garlic bread, 
three sauces and a choice 
of mixed vegetables or 
a salad) for $48.50. Mus¬ 
sel lovers will be overjoyed 
that it’s that time of the 
year again. As the season 
is always shorter than you 
might think, go to Taste of 
Belgium right away and 
enjoyO 
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In this June 3, 1993, file photo, 
Chicago Bulls, Michael Jor¬ 
dan, right, and New York 
Knicks’ Patrick Ewing chase a 
loose ball during the second 
half of game 5 of the Eastern 
Conference finals in New 
York. 

Associated Press 

Balanced NBA 
field will make 
title chase 
tougher 

TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Patrick 
Ewing sees the parallels 
between then and now. 
For 13 straight seasons, Ew¬ 
ing averaged at least 20 
points. He was a superstar, 
the toast of New York, the 
city’s biggest star when he 
was the face of the Knicks’ 
franchise. During the 
stretch when Ewing was at 
his peak, his combination 
of points, rebounds and 
blocked shots made him 
unquestionably one of the 
game’s elite. 

“When I played, it was 
mostly one superstar per 
team,” Ewing said. 

And that, in the end, was 
a problem for Ewing. For as 
good as he was — not to 
mention the likes of Charles 
Barkley, Dominique Wilkins, 
George Gervin and many 
others — his enormous tal¬ 
ent never carried him to an 
NBA championship. 


Continued on Next Page 
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still aimm&mgw at Open 


er Woods of the US plays a shot on the 15th hole during a 


practice round ahead of the British Open Golf championship at 


the Royal Liverpool golf club, Hoylake, England, Tuesday July 


15, 2014. The British Open starts on Thursday July 17. 


Associated Press 
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Dwyane Wade re-signs with Miami Heat 



In this June 14,2014 file photo, Miami Heat guard Dwyane Wade 
smiles as he is asked a question during a media availability for 
the NBA basketball finals in San Antonio. 

Associated Press 


TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 

Dwyane Wade is staying 
with the Miami Heat, and 
his latest deal is designed 
to give both the player 
and the only franchise he's 
ever known some flexibility 
in the coming years. 

Wade signed a new con¬ 
tract with the Heat on Tues¬ 
day. It’s a two-year deal, 
the second of those sea¬ 
sons a player option, said 
a person familiar with the 
situation. The person spoke 
to The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymity 
because neither side an¬ 
nounced terms. 

“I am proud to have spent 
every single day of my ca¬ 
reer as a member of the 
Miami Heat and to have 
brought three champion¬ 
ship titles to this great city,” 
Wade said in a statement. 
“I’ve been here through 
the good times and the 
hard times. I have confi¬ 
dence in the Miami Heat 
organization and the team 
they are building.” 

Earlier Tuesday, Wade 
tweeted “Home Is Where 
The Heart Is... My Home,My 
City,My House” and at¬ 
tached a photo of himself 
standing below the three 
NBA championship ban¬ 


ners that hang at Miami’s 
home arena. 

Financial terms were not 
announced, though it's ex¬ 
pected Wade’s salary for 
next season will not reach 
the $20.2 million he would 
have made under his previ¬ 
ous contract. 

Heat President Pat Ri¬ 
ley confirmed that Wade 
again bought into the Heat 
mantra of sacrifice. The 
contract he signed four 
years ago left millions on 
the bargaining-room table, 
in part to make the deals 
with LeBron James, Chris 
Bosh and Udonis Haslem 


happen. 

“Dwyane has been the 
franchise cornerstone for 
this team since the day he 
arrived 11 years ago," Ri¬ 
ley said. “He has shown his 
commitment to the Heat 
many times over the course 
of his career and has al¬ 
ways been willing to sac¬ 
rifice in order to help build 
this team into a champion. 
This time is no different.” 
Wade’s return was expect¬ 
ed, yet still represents a 
huge win for Miami during 
free agency — especially 
since it comes less than a 
week after James left the 


Heat after four seasons and 
returned to the Cleveland 
Cavaliers. 

So now, what was the “Big 
3” is a “Big 2.” Bosh is in the 
process of finishing a $118 
million, five-year contract 
with Miami. 

Also Tuesday, the Heat 
signed Luol Deng to a 
two-year, $20 million deal, 
which was agreed to over 
the weekend. 

“Luol Deng is one of the 
most important free agent 
signings that we have ever 
had in the history of the 
franchise,” Riley said. “He 
is a proven All-Star and 
quintessential team player, 
both as a scorer, as well 
as an All-NBA defender. 
He brings the attitude of a 
warrior and competes ev¬ 
ery single night against the 
very, very best.” 

Miami also announced the 
signing of small forward 
James Ennis, who has been 
one of the team’s summer- 
league standouts this year. 
Ennis was the 50th pick in 
the 2013 draft and spent 
last season playing in Aus¬ 
tralia. 

Wade is entering his 12th 
Heat season and is the 
franchise’s all-time leader 
in games, points, assists 
and steals. He and Haslem, 


who is also expected to 
complete a new two-year 
contract with Miami in the 
coming days, are the only 
players to appear on all 
three of the Heat teams 
that won NBA champion¬ 
ships in 2006, 2012 and 
2013. 

He was limited to 54 games 
last season, in large part 
because of a mainte¬ 
nance program designed 
to limit wear and tear on 
his knees. 

But when he was on the 
floor, he was effective — 
shooting a career best 54.5 
percent and averaging 
19.0 points. 

With James gone, Wade 
likely won’t have the luxury 
of resting as much this sea¬ 
son. 

He’s averaged 24.3 points 
for his career, 16th-best in 
NBA history and fifth-best 
among active players with 
at least seven seasons. 
And only seven other play¬ 
ers in league history have 
as many points (17,481), 
rebounds (3,605), assists 
(4,301), steals (1,262) and 
blocked shots (696) as 
Wade has posted so far in 
his career. 

Wade could have lobbied 
for more money or insisted 
on more years.□ 




Lebron James shoots a free throw while playing with high school 
students during the Lebron James Skills Academy Wednesday, 
July 9, 2014, in Las Vegas. 
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Continued from Page 17 

He sees the league head¬ 
ing back that way now. 
When LeBron James left 
Miami last week for a re¬ 
turn to the Cleveland 
Cavaliers, the power struc¬ 
ture of the league shifted 
as well. And while there's 
obviously a team loaded 
with future Hall of Famers 


in San Antonio, and plenty 
of teams with two players 
worthy of at least superstar 
argument, there’s nothing 
now that can mirror what 
the Heat had when James, 
Dwyane Wade and Chris 
Bosh were teammates. 
James’ latest decision also 
gives Cleveland a better 
chance to win a title. 

But like Ewing, Barkley and 


plenty of others know, a 
more-balanced playing 
field across the NBA means 
many other teams figure to 
have a better chance as 
well. 

“There’s a lot of money be¬ 
ing given today and there’s 
a lot of teams with more 
great players than there 
were in the past," said Paul 
Silas, James’ first coach in 
Cleveland. 

“I like seeing that. I really 
like to see the teams fight 
against each other and 
having more than one 
have a chance to win the 
whole thing.” 

Welcome to the new NBA. 
Or, rather, the updated 
NBA. 

Sure, 16 teams go to the 
playoffs, but really, how 
many were legitimate 
title contenders last sea¬ 
son? The entire season a 
year ago seemed like In¬ 
diana and Miami were 
preordained to meet in 


the Eastern Conference fi¬ 
nals — and that’s exactly 
what happened. James 
changes sides, a few other 
moves get made, and now 
there’s probably a half- 
dozen teams in the East 
alone thinking they’ll be 
good enough to be one of 
the last two teams standing 
next June. 

Ask NBA executives, many 
of whom aren't upset to 
see Miami's stranglehold as 
East favorites come to an 
end, and they say it’s all a 
good thing for the game. 
“Much more competitive 
this year,” Knicks President 
Phil Jackson said. “The East 
last year, I thought until the 
very end when the Knicks 
made a run, Toronto got 
going, Washington got 
going, there were a lot of 
teams languishing under or 
around .500. But I think this 
year, more talent's spread 
around the East and I think 
it’s going to be very com¬ 


petitive." 

The comparison might be 
what happened 20 years 
ago. Chicago was playing 
without Michael Jordan, 
who was beginning his re¬ 
tirement to play baseball, so 
the Bulls’ three-year run as 
NBA champions was widely 
expected to end. San An¬ 
tonio's David Robinson and 
Orlando's Shaquille O’Neal 
were the league's best two 
scorers that season, and 
neither made it out of the 
first round of the playoffs. 
Ewing and the Knicks found 
their way past the Bulls — 
still plenty good with Scottie 
Pippen — and into the NBA 
Finals, where the MVP that 
season. Hakeem Olajuwon, 
was waiting. 

The Rockets were deeper. 
They won in seven games, 
denying Ewing what was 
his best chance at that ring. 
The lesson: Even superstars 
know the best team prob¬ 
ably gets it done.Q 
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Nibali now strong favorite to win Tour de France 



Overall leader Vincenzo Nibali of Italy pedals during a training blood bags. 


near Besancon, eastern France, 

JEROME PUGMIRE 
AP Sports Writer 
BESANCON, France (AP) — 

With defending champion 
Chris Froome and two-time 
winner Alberto Contador 
out of the race, the path 
is wide open for Vincenzo 
Nibali to become the first 
Italian to win the Tour de 
France since the late Mar¬ 
co Pantani in 1998. 

The French have waited 
even longer for a champi¬ 
on — the last was Bernard 
Hinault way back in 1985 
— but with three riders in 
the top six places, hopes 
are growing of at least a 
first podium place since 
climber Richard Virenque 
finished second in 1997. 
After Tuesday's rest day, 
the race resumes with 
Stage 11 on Wednes¬ 
day, followed by arduous 
mountain stages on Friday 
and Saturday which will re¬ 
veal the genuine contend¬ 
ers. 

These are where Nibali’s 
climbing skills could set 
him apart, and give him a 
chance to fully stamp his 
authority on the race. 

There are five days of hard 
climbing ahead, starting 
with Friday’s 197.5-kilome- 
ter (122.4-mile) trek from 
Saint-Etienne to Chamrous- 
se, which ends with a huge 
ascent of 18 kilometers 
(11.2 miles). 

As for Nibali's rivals, Conta¬ 
dor broke his shin in a vio¬ 
lent fall in Monday’s 10th 
stage and Froome pulled 
out on stage 5 with a bro¬ 


Tuesday, July 15, 2014. 

Associated Press 

ken wrist. 

“I'm not happy about 
what happened to Alberto 
and Chris," the 29-year- 
old Nibali said. “The climbs 
would have been better 
and more spectacular for 
everyone.” 

Nibali, who won the Span¬ 
ish Vuelta in 2010 and the 
Giro d’ltalia in 2013, is 2 min¬ 
utes, 23 seconds ahead of 
Australian Richie Porte and 
2:47 clear of Spaniard Ale¬ 
jandro Valverde, who won 
the Vuelta five years ago. 
Three Frenchmen are with¬ 
in four minutes of Nibali 
— Romain Bardet, Tony 
Gallopin and Thibaut Pi- 
not. None has come close 
to a podium place on a 
Grand Tour, although the 
23-year-old Bardet and 
the 24-year-old Pinot have 
strong climbing skills. 
“We’ve got to stay calm 
and study the situation," Ni¬ 
bali said. “The danger can 
come from anywhere.” 
Porte rode as a key support 
rider for Froome last year 
on the Sky team, but now 
has free reign to attack. 
“Porte goes well in the 
climbs, he goes well in time 
trials, you have to keep a 
good distance on him," 
Nibali said. “You have to 
watch Valverde, he can 
attack at any time.” 

The 34-year-old Valverde 
was handed a two-year 
suspension in 2010 for his 
involvement in the Opera¬ 
tion Puerto doping plot, 
which involved dozens of 
riders over secretly stored 


Like Nibali, Pantani was a 
courageous cyclist who 
loved to attack in the 


tough climbs. 

Pantani was found dead 
in a hotel room on Valen¬ 
tine's Day in 2004 and a 
coroner ruled he died from 
cocaine poisoning. Nibali 
has one of Pantini's yel¬ 
low jerseys at home, a gift 
from Pantini’s mother to 
mark the 10th anniversary 
of his death. “It would be a 
great honour to follow on 
from him,” said Nibali. 
Friday’s stage will also be 
special for Nibali because 
it marks the 100th anniver¬ 
sary of the birth of two-time 
Tour champion Gino Barta- 
li, who died in 2000 at the 
age of 85. 

“As an Italian, it’s a huge 
privilege to be asked 
about Bartali. I grew up 
watching documentaries 
on the big riders, the big 
wins of (Felice) Gimondi, 
Bartali and (Fausto) Cop- 


pi,” Nibali said. “They’re all 
in the encyclopedia of cy¬ 
cling. There are others like 
Hinault, too. They've writ¬ 
ten the history of cycling.” 
The last French heyday 
came in the 1980s when 
Hinault, a five-time cham¬ 
pion, competed against 
Laurent Fignon, who won 
in ‘83 and ‘84. 
Wednesday’s stage is a 
187.5-kilometer (116.3- 
mile) route in eastern 
France from Besancon to 
Oyonnax and features four 
small climbs. Veteran Fa¬ 
bian Cancellara won’t be 
among the starters. 

The 33-year-old Swiss cy¬ 
clist has pulled out to focus 
on the Road World Cham¬ 
pionships in Ponferrada, 
Spain, from Sept. 21-28. 
Cancellara withdrew prior 
to the start of the 11 th Tour 
stage in 2012.Q 
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British Open: a new golf course, a new Tiger Woods 



Tiger Woods of the US looks down the 5th fairway prior to 
teeing off during a practice round ahead of the British Open 
Golf championship at the Royal Liverpool golf club, Hoylake, 
England, Tuesday July 15, 2014. The British Open starts on 
Thursday July 17. 

Associated Press 

Rio Olympic golf 
rankings start this week 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

HOYLAKE, England (AP) — 

Tiger Woods was an hour 
into his practice round 
Tuesday at the British Open 
when he stood on the fifth 
tee with a foreign object in 
his hand. 

In golf vernacular, it’s 
called a driver. 

Woods smashed it into the 
wind on the 528-yard hole 
and didn’t need to watch 
where it landed to realize 
it was in the middle of the 
fairway. Later in the round, 
he hit another driver off the 
tee. That's twice as many 
than he hit over 72 holes 
when he won at Royal 
Liverpool eight years ago. 
“This is a different golf 
course when what we 
played in ‘06,” Woods said. 
“It was hot, ball was flying. It 
was very dusty. Now we're 
making ball marks on the 
greens, which we weren’t 
doing then.” 

So much has changed in so 
many areas. 

Royal Liverpool, green and 
thick this time around, is 
still a firm and bouncy test 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
HOYLAKE, England (AP) — If 

the world ranking looks just 
like this in two years, Adam 
Scott would be headed to 
Rio for the Olympics as the 
No. 1 player in the world 
and so would Roope Kakko 
of Finland at No. 287. 

The ranking is certain to 
change next week, let 
alone two years from now. 
But starting this week, 
the International Golf 
Federation will bepublishing 
a weekly “Olympic ranking” 
to show movement as 
players try to make the 
team. The 60-player field 
for men and women will be 
based entirely on the world 
ranking, with the cutoff on 
July 11,2016. 

That depends, of course, on 
whether an eligible player 
agrees to participate. 
Players from the top 15 are 
guaranteed a spot in the 


Rio games, provided there 
are no more than four 
players from each country. 
For the Americans, those 
four would include Bubba 
Watson, Matt Kuchar, Tiger 
Woods and Jordan Spieth, 
while excluding the likes 
of Jim Furyk at No. 11 in 
the world. After the top 
15, the field will be filled 
with no more than two 
players from each country. 
One player from the host 
country (Brazil) is promised 
a spot, and players 
representing countries 
in the five continental 
units recognized by the 
International Olympic 
Committee must be there. 
The 2016 Olympics are 
schedule for Aug. 5-21 in 
Rio. It will mark the return of 
golf for the first time since 
2004. 

Of greater concern is 
the golf course for the 
Olympics. 


After what seems like 
endless delays, IGF vice 
president Ty Votaw said 
sodding has begun, with 
a plan to use grass springs 
and sodding for the 
remaining holes. 

“Our plan is to have all of 
the grassing completed 
by late October, early 
November of this year,” 
Votaw said. 

If the schedule is met — 
Votaw put the onus on 
the landowner-developer 
dedicating all resources 
necessary — he said that 
would give architect Gil 
Hanse and his team two 
full growing seasons for 
the grass to present what 
Votaw called “optimum 
conditions” for the Olympic 
competition. 

Votaw said there would 
be a test event ahead of 
the Olympics, though he 
declined to say what it 
would be or when. 


of links golf. But it's nothing 
as it was in 2006, when the 
fairways were so baked 
and brown that Woods 
hit only one driver in four 
rounds. That was on the 
16th hole of the first round, 
and the ball wound up 
in the 17th fairway. He still 
made birdie. 

But it’s not just the golf 
course. 

Woods is not the same 
player, having gone 
through three operations 
since — two on his left knee, 
the most recent surgery 
March 31 on his back. He 
used to win majors at a rate 
slight better than one per 
year. Now he has gone six 
years without, dating to his 
14th at Torrey Pines in the 
2008 U.S. Open. 

And the biggest change 
might be the guys who are 
trying to beat him. 

Even though Woods is 
coming off a five-win 
season, he no longer is 
the strongest, biggest or 
longest player. Nineteen 
players have won majors 
since his last one. 

“I think it gets harder every 
year just because the field 
gets deeper — more guys 
with a chance to win. What 
did we have, 16, 17 straight 
first-time winners?” Woods 
said, referring to one 
stretch when there were 
no repeat champions in 16 
straight majors. “It’s getting 
harder to win. The margin 
is so much smaller. It's only 
going to continue to be 
the case. Guys are going 
to get longer. They’re 
going to get faster. Guys 
who are coming out here 
are bigger, stronger, faster, 
more athletic.” 

Woods used to be among 
the longest. He is 38 now, 
and the latest reminder 
of how much golf has 
changed was on Sunday 
while playing with Gary 
Woodland, who gave up 
baseball and basketball 
to concentrate on 
golf. The ball makes a 
different sound coming 
off Woodland’s club, as it 
once did for Woods. 

“I walked around with Gary 
Woodland on Sunday and 
he said, ‘Yeah, I finally 
found a driver and a ball 
I can hit 320 again in the 
air’” Woods said, pausing 


to let those number sink 
in. “Yeah. In the air. So the 
game has changed a lot 
since then.” 

There is one change that 
most agree is for the better. 
At least Woods is playing. 
The sport’s star attraction 
is playing a major 
championship for the first 
time this year. The back 
surgery to relieve an 
impinged nerve caused 
him to miss the Masters for 
the first time, and then the 
U.S. Open. He returned 
three weeks ago at 
Congressional and missed 
the cut, though Woods 
was more excited that he 
played pain free. 

“Tiger Woods has been the 
face of our game for nearly 
20 years," Rory Mcllroy 
said. “So to have him 
playing, have him back, 
is important. It's a good a 
good opportunity for some 
of the other guys to stand 
up and be counted and 
win tournaments, either 
in his absence of if he’s 
coming back and isn’t 
quite back to 100 percent 
form.” 

That’s already been 
happening. In a most 
peculiar season, the PGA 
Tour already has produced 
10 winners who were not 
among the top 100 in the 
world. And only four players 
in 35 tournaments have 
been in the top 10. 

Woods acknowledged 
how different 2006 was 
in other ways. His father 
had just died two months 
earlier, and he had missed 
the cut in a major for the 
first time in the U.S. Open 
before going to Hoylake. 
He sobbed on the 18th 
green on the shoulder of 
his caddie, Steve Williams, 
whom he since fired, and 
tearfully embraced his 
wife, from whom he is 
now divorced. There have 
been game changes, life 
changes. Nothing is what it 
once seemed. 

Woods finds inspiration 
not so much from his last 
victory at Hoylake, but the 
last major he won. 

He had not played a 
competitive round in two 
months because of injury 
— shattered ligaments 
in his knee and a double 
stress fracture in his leg. 
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With hitting down, should MLB lower the mound? 



top, is shown pitching during the second game of the World Se¬ 
ries against the St. Louis Cardinals at Busch Stadium in St. Louis 
in the Oct. 3, 1968, file photo, while National League's Clayton 
Kershaw, bottom, of the Los Angeles Dodgers, pitches during 
the second inning of the MLB All-Star baseball game in the July 
16, 2013, file photo, in New York. The spike in strikeouts, the dip 
in home runs and worries that the game is becoming boring for 
fans reminds some people of 1968, when Bob Gibson, Denny 
McLain and their fellow aces dominated. 

Associated Press 


Mound? 

RONALD BLUM 
AP Sports Writer 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Ma¬ 
jor League Baseball has a 
problem: Clayton Kershaw, 
Aroldis Chapman, Felix Her¬ 
nandez and all the other 
kings of the hill are just too 
good. 

Ruling with an assortment 
of big-bending curveballs, 
sharp sliders and 100 mph 
(160 kph) heat, a new 
generation of pitchers has 
thrown major league hitters 
into a huge slump. 

The spike in strikeouts, the 
dip in home runs, and wor¬ 
ries that the game is be¬ 
coming boring for fans 
reminds some people of 
1968, when Bob Gibson, 
Denny McLain and their 
fellow aces dominated. 
Back then, the league 
came up with a radical so¬ 
lution: The pitcher's mound 
was lowered from 15 inch¬ 
es (38 centimeters) to 10 
inches (25) and the strike 
zone was reduced. 
Combined with the ad¬ 
dition of four expansion 
teams, the result was an 
11-point increase in the big 
league batting average in 
1969 and a 19 percent rise 
in runs. 

Should MLB drop the 
mound again? 

“I don't know, man, may¬ 
be if they keep going like 
this,” Miami Marlins slugger 
Giancarlo Stanton said on 
Monday at the All-Star fes¬ 
tivities. 

“Move the mound back 
5 feet,” he added with a 
chuckle. 

There's some thought that 
reducing the mound would 
combat the outbreak of 
blown-out elbows, which 
has seen stars such as Ste¬ 
phen Strasburg, Matt Har¬ 
vey and Jose Fernandez 
needing reconstructive sur¬ 


gery, and could also claim 
Masahiro Tanaka. 

With low-run games again 
in vogue and defensive 
shifts taking away hits, 
there's been more em¬ 
phasis on small ball. That’s 
prompted questions about 
whether this is a cyclical 
change, or if this style is 
here to stay. 

From his vantage point in 
the New York Mets' broad¬ 
cast booth, former Na¬ 
tional League MVP Keith 
Hernandez has an unusual 
analysis and an equally 
drastic solution. 

“They should get rid of 
four teams,” he said. “Too 
many players. There’s too 
much dilution of talent. The 
pitching’s not better. It’s 
the same. 

“The residuals of steroids 
and aluminum bats have 
affected how they taught 
kids how to hit, and now 
we're seeing normal bod¬ 
ies, and balls that used to 
get out of the ballpark are 
caught now.” 

It wasn’t too long ago that 
batters had the edge. The 
boom years peaked in 
2000 with an average of 
1.17 home runs per team 
per game. The runs aver¬ 
age of 5.14 was MLB's high¬ 
est since 1936. 

But offense has steadily 
shrunk — as have the play¬ 
ers — as MLB implemented 
testing for doping and then 
repeatedly strengthened 
those rules. 

And with complete games 
virtually a relic, hard-throw¬ 
ing relievers dominate the 
late innings. Radar guns 
routinely register mph (kph) 
readings around triple dig¬ 
its. 

“Everybody’s throwing 109, 
so you don’t get to see 
the starters for your fourth 
turn (at bat),” said Atlan¬ 
ta Braves manager Fredi 


Gonzalez, exaggerating 
only slightly. “There’s a lot 
of guys in the bullpen that 
are special guys.” 

All those fast balls have 
contributed to more than 
two dozen pitchers need¬ 
ing Tommy John surgery 
this year. 

Dr. David Altchek, the Mets’ 
top physician, said a lower 
mound “should decrease 
the force as the body gets 
less far ahead of the arm. 


As the body falls down the 
mound, the arm momen¬ 
tarily lags and forces at the 
elbow cumulate.” 

But Glenn Fleisig of the 
American Sports Medi¬ 
cine Institute counters that 
recent studies disagree 
whether lowering or elimi¬ 
nating the mound would 
slightly cut or slightly in¬ 
crease the stress on an ad¬ 
olescent pitcher’s arm. 
“Reducing the amount of 


competitive pitching is the 
most strongly proven ac¬ 
tion for reducing the risk of 
pitching injuries,” he said. 
This much is certain: The 
MLB batting average is 
down to .252 this year, ac¬ 
cording to STATS. It hasn’t 
been that low since 1972, 
the year before the Ameri¬ 
can League adopted the 
designated hitter. 

Teams are averaging a full 
one run less per game, with 
the 4.14 scoring average 
MLB's lowest since 1992, 
just before the spread of 
better hitting through dop¬ 
ing. 

There’s a lot less contact, 
too: Teams average 7.70 
strikeouts per game, on 
track to set a record for the 
eighth straight season and 
up more than 60 percent 
from 1981 's 4.75. 

From the seventh inning 
on, MLB resembles the 
1960s, the greatest era for 
pitchers since the lively ball 
days began in 1920. The 
.241 batting average in the 
late innings is the lowest 
since STATS’ records began 
in 1974, and teams are av¬ 
eraging just 1.30 runs — not 
much incentive to keep 
fans in stadiums or watch¬ 
ing their televisions. 

“The real ‘solution’ here 
is to ban setup men and 
closers," ESPN commenta¬ 
tor Keith Olbermann said. 
Change comes slowly in 
MLB; widespread instant 
replay for umpires began 
only this year. 

“I would be reluctant to 
lower the mound further," 
said John Thorn, MLB's offi¬ 
cial historian, “as this might 
be using a sledgehammer 
to swat a fly." 

Ever cautious, the new 
players’ union head Tony 
Clark says the time to con¬ 
sider such a step is “too far 
off right now.’O 
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Not by Bread Alone 



By: Dr. Carlos Viana 


Foods made from wheat 
and other grains are sta¬ 
ples in North American 
and European diets. We 
have been programmed 
to have grain products be 
our diet foundation. Shift¬ 
ing our eating habits to¬ 
wards breads and other 
processed flour products 
has been easier for gov¬ 
ernment agencies and 
the food industry to man¬ 
age. Less refined grains, 
often in combination, as 
with granola cereals and 
whole wheat breads for¬ 
tified with bran, coarse 
flours, and other additives 
are now eaten in large 
quantities because they 
have been presented as 
‘health’ foods. Unfortu¬ 
nately, wheat and its close 
relatives, barley, rye and 
oats have been proven to 
cause health problems in 
the diets of many people. 
Wheat intolerance or al¬ 
lergies rank second only 
to milk allergies when we 
review our patient’s medi¬ 
cal complaints. It could be 
that in the Bible’s Luke 4:4, 
which says: “Not on bread 
alone shall man be living, 
but on every declaration 
of God”, has relevance 
in today's world. By the 
way, the bread of this time 
was usually made from 


the less offensive, whole 
grain millet, not wheat. 

Grains are popular 
foods because of their abil¬ 
ity to react with live yeast to 
form the rising or lightness 
and taste. The component 
that allows this reaction 
to take place is proteins 
in the grains collectively 
called “gluten”. The cereal 
grains, wheat, rye, oats and 
barley all contain similar 
proteins. In many people, 
especially in individuals 
with blood types O and A, 
gluten reacts by exciting 
our immune responses es¬ 
pecially in the gastrointes¬ 
tinal tract. In other words, 
many people are allergic 
to gluten. Grains can pres¬ 
ent many other problems 
including negative reac¬ 
tions to the grain contami¬ 
nated with pesticides, pre¬ 
servatives, and molds. But, 
that will be another article. 

Celiac Disease is 
the best-recognized form 
of gluten allergy and is also 
called gluten intolerance. 
Actually, I am not the only 
medical professional who 
believes that every person 
with type O blood is gluten 
intolerant and, thus, on the 
waiting list to develop type II 
diabetes. Symptoms of celi¬ 
ac disease can range from 
diarrhea, weight loss, and 
malnutrition, to isolated nu¬ 
trient deficiencies with no 
gastrointestinal symptoms. 
The disease is thought to 
be highest among people 
of Northern European de¬ 
scent, but we now know 


that it also affects Hispanic, 
Black and Asian popula¬ 
tions equally as well. Those 
affected suffer damage to 
their intestines when they 
eat specific food-grain 
antigens that are found in 
wheat, rye, barley or oats. 

The gastrointestinal 
tract is the primary target 
organ; however hidden 
symptoms may show as ir¬ 
ritable bowel syndrome 
with iron deficiency ane¬ 
mia, with little or no diar¬ 
rhea. Dr. Kelly, of the Bos¬ 
ton University Hospital, in a 
clinic pathological review 
of celiac disease stated 
that: “...there is increasing 
evidence that most people 
with gluten sensitivity have 
latent celiac disease with 
such mild manifestations (in 
the digestive tract) that the 
diagnosis is never made. 

Wheat intolerance 
or allergies are associated 
with a variety of autoim¬ 
mune disorders, carcino¬ 
mas of the gastrointestinal 
tract and lymphomas. In¬ 
creased incidences of dia¬ 
betes, autoimmune thyroid 
disease, sarcoidosis, vas¬ 
culitis, pulmonary fibrosis, 
encephalopathy and cer¬ 
ebellar atrophy have been 
reported in celiac patients. 
This is serious stuff. This re¬ 
lationship re-stated as sim¬ 
ple as possible says “ce¬ 
real grains cause cancer"! 
Now, the implications are 
more easily understood. 

We have had pa¬ 
tients with inflammatory 
arthritis that improved 


dramatically when we re¬ 
moved milk and grain prod¬ 
ucts, especially wheat, from 
their diet. The occurrence 
of pain in joints, particularly 
the hands, with slight swell¬ 
ing, stiffness and loss of mo¬ 
bility is the early presenta¬ 
tion of allergic arthritis; can 
occur strictly as a mani¬ 
festation of gluten allergy. 

High cholesterol, 
skin disorders, obesity and 
its dangerous health con¬ 
sequences can all be ef¬ 
fects of wheat allergies. 
If any of these symptoms 
are a problem, a visit to 
your clinical nutrition¬ 
ist could help you safely 
change your diet and re¬ 
gain your optimal health. 

Get the Point! We 
have known about the 
disease bearing conse¬ 
quences of eating wheat 
and other grains for years 
already. Why have you 
not been informed by pub¬ 
lic health organizations? 
What about fiber? Brown 
(whole grain) rice, which is 
not known to cause health 
problems in any blood type 
is full of nutritious B Vitamins 
and eaten daily, keeps your 
colon clean and healthy. If 
you want to check what 
food and chemical intol¬ 
erances are negatively 
affecting your good looks 
and health, check in with a 
Certified Clinical Nutritionist 
or holistic physician trained 
in nutrition. Who knows, 
the bread or the cancer 
you avoid might be yours. 


CARLOS VIANA, Ph. D. is 
an Oriental Medical Doc¬ 
tor (O.M.D.) having studied 
in China: a US Board Cert. 
Clinical Nutritionist (C.C.N.), 
an Addiction Professional 
(C.Ad.), Chairperson of 
the Latin American Com¬ 
mittee of the International 
Academy of Oral Medicine 
and Toxicology (IAOMT), a 
Rejuvenating Cell Therapist 
specializing in Age Man¬ 
agement, has a weekly 
radio program, writes and 
lectures extensively. For 
information: VIANA HEAL¬ 
ING CENTER, Kibaima 7, 
St Cruz TEL: 585-1270 Web 
Site: www.vianaheal.com 
“Prescriptions from Para¬ 

dise" - International Book 
Award Winner, Alterna¬ 
tive Health - ta optenible 
na Aruba na Viana Heal¬ 
ing Center, Tur libreria. Gift 
shops y centro nan di salud 
di calidad. tambe ta dis- 
ponibel den forma do print 
y pa Kindle download 
pa nos amigo nan pa to 
di Aruba na www.ama- 
zon.com Pa anuncio nan 
acerca di mas evento nan 
y firmamento di buki check 
, check corant nan local, 
radio y television tambe 
como riba www.viana- 
heal.com y join e discusion 
riba nos Facebook pagi- 
na: www.facebook.com/ 
prescriptionsformparadise 

Signed copies at Viana 
Healing Center, EBook 
Holiday Special at www, 
amazon.com , check for 
Events at: facebook.com/ 
vianahealingcenterQ 
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Drones: Next big thing in aviation is small 



An AeroVironment Shrike vertical take-off and landing small unmanned aircraft system is dis¬ 
played at the AeroVironment stand during Farnborough International Air Show, Farnborough, Eng¬ 
land, Tuesday, July 15, 2014. 


DANICA KIRKA 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The next 
big thing in aviation may 
be really small. 

With some no bigger than 
a hummingbird, the hot¬ 
test things at this week’s 
Farnborough International 
Airshow are tiny compared 
with the titans of the sky, 
such as the Airbus 380 or 
the Boeing Dreamliner. 
What’s got aviation geeks 
salivating at Farnborough, 
this year’s biggest aviation 
jamboree that features 
participants from 40 coun¬ 
tries, are the commercial 
possibilities of unmanned 
aerial vehicles — drones to 
most of us. 

Drones are more com¬ 
monly known for their use 
in conflict areas. This week 
Hamas launched for fhe 
first time an unmanned 
drone into Israeli airspace 
that was shot down. 

But drones, which can 
weigh less than an ounce, 
have potential commer¬ 
cial applications that are 
vast. The industry, military 
and non-military, is grow¬ 
ing and could according 
to some see investments of 
nearly $90 billion over the 
next ten years. 

Experts say they can be 
adapted to fly over fields 
to determine when crops 
need watering, fly into 
clouds in hopes of offering 
more precise predictions 
on twisters, track endan¬ 
gered rhinos, spot wild¬ 
fires and search out vast 
stretches of land for missing 
children. 

And like fhe dawn of fhe 
era of aviation a little over 
a century ago, innovations 
are often being conduct¬ 
ed by individuals with an 
idea and endless enthusi¬ 
asm. They won't find it easy 
though as the big play¬ 
ers in the markets, such as 
Boeing and Airbus, are also 
getting involved. 

A lot of fhe research has 
been taking place in big 
flat places such as the 
Plains States, where a 
broad expanse of land 
combines wifh universities 
near military bases with air 
space exclusions to make 
research possible. 

Where California had Sili¬ 
con Valley to drive its high- 


tech industries, America’s 
central belt from North 
Dakota to Texas could be¬ 
come a new research and 
commercial center for the 
aviation industry — the Sili¬ 
con Plains. 

“This is open country for en¬ 
trepreneurs," said Stephen 
McKeever, Oklahoma's 
secretary of science and 
technology. “There will be 
a Steve Jobs.” 

But things are a bit on 
hold at the moment for 
the American makers of 
unmanned air vehicles, or 
UAVs, as they await rules 
from the Federal Aviation 
Administration. Under cur¬ 
rent rules, you can legally 
fly drones for “recreational 
purposes,” as long as you 
comply with certain basic 
guidelines — such as keep¬ 
ing well clear of airports. 
Commercial operations 
are only allowed with spe¬ 
cial authorization, a cum¬ 
bersome process that the 
government intends to 
streamline. Once they are 
able to do this, McKeever 
suggests the situation will 
be akin to the land rush 
that sent land-hungry set¬ 
tlers scurrying to his state in 
1889. 

The FAA is developing reg¬ 
ulations to permit the wide¬ 
spread commercial use of 
drones while protecting 
privacy and preventing 
interference with larger 
aircraft. As part of this pro¬ 
cess, the FAA in Decem¬ 


ber selected six test sites 
around the country where 
research on drones will be 
conducted in a variety of 
environments. 

North Dakota is one of 
them, and Brian Opp, man¬ 
ager of aerospace busi¬ 
ness development for the 


The Associated Press 
Swiss drug developer No¬ 
vartis will team with tech¬ 
nology giant Google to 
develop a “smart” contact 
lens that could improve 
some eye conditions or 
help diabetics manage 
their disease. Terms of the 
agreement between the 
companies were not de¬ 
tailed in a statement re¬ 
leased Tuesday by Novar¬ 
tis. The drugmaker said its 
Alcon eye care division will 
license Google technol¬ 
ogy and work with a team 
from Google to develop a 
lens that uses microchips 
and miniaturized electron¬ 
ics. Novartis is focused on 
developing a contact lens 
that can provide a con¬ 
tinuous measurement of 
glucose levels in diabetic 
patients by measuring tear 
fluid. 


Associated Press 

North Dakota Department 
of Commerce, is at Farn¬ 
borough, promoting the 
virtues of the weather. In 
other words, if your drone 
can work in the midst of a 
freezing North Dakota win¬ 
ter or its scorching summer, 
it will work anywhere. 


It also said the lens has the 
potential to help restore 
the eye’s natural auto fo¬ 
cus on near objects for pa¬ 
tients with presbyopia who 
can no longer read with¬ 
out glasses. Presbyopia is 
a condition where the eye 


“That's good news for us," 
Opp said cheerfully. 

The Teal Group, which of¬ 
fers analysis of fhe aviafion 
industry, estimates that 
$89.1 billion will be spent 
on drones in the next de¬ 
cade, the bulk of which will 
still be military. 

Philip Finnegan, director of 
corporate analysis for the 
group, said commercial 
UAVs need to test to see 
what is possible. 

“It's pretty clear it will work, 
but it's going to depend 
on application, and at 
this point the companies 
can’t even test that,” said 
Finnegan. 

Areas such as the Great 
Plains will face tough 
completion, not least from 
Australia, where regulators 
have been more forgiving 
of research fhan their U.S. 
counterparts. Japan, also, 
is a big user of drones, par¬ 
ticularly in agriculture. 
When, and if, the U.S. regu¬ 
lations relax, companies, 
such as AeroVironment 
of Monrovia, California, 
which have been making 
military drones, have said 
they are ready to pounce. 


loses its ability to focus. 

“This is a key step for us to 
go beyond the confines of 
traditional disease man¬ 
agement, starting with the 
eye,” Novartis CEO Joseph 
Jimenez said in a state¬ 
ment. 


Novartis to use Google 
technology for eye care 



This undated photo released by Google shows a contact lens 
Google is testing to explore tear glucose. 

Associated Press 
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Stocks mostly down as investors digest earnings 


ALEX VEIGA 
AP Business Writer 

The Federal Reserve's latest 
take on the U.S. economy 
put many investors into sell 
mode Tuesday, sending 
stocks mostly lower after a 
brief upward turn early in 
the day. 

Fed Chair Janet Yellen, 
speaking before Congress, 
said the U.S. economy has 
yet to recover fully, but 
raised the possibility the 
central bank could raise its 
key short-term interest rate 
sooner than currently pro¬ 
jected. 

The Fed also issued a re¬ 
port noting that valuations 
for stocks in some sectors, 
such as social media and 
biotech firms, appear to be 
stretched, sending shares 
in Facebook, Twitter and 
Linkedln lower. 

By suggesting some stocks 
could be overvalued, the 
Fed is adding to a growing 
belief among some mar¬ 
ket watchers that stocks 
are due for a pullback, 
said Drew Wilson, an equity 
analyst at Fenimore Asset 
Management. 

“In this type of environment 
when you have a lot of un¬ 
certainty, essentially you 
have this equilibrium that's 
looking to be broken one 
way or another, and the 
Fed chair saying ‘financial 
bubble' could do that,” 
Wilson said. 

Investors had plenty more 
to consider, including a 
mostly encouraging batch 
of corporate earnings and 
economic data. 

The major U.S. financial 


market indexes were up 
slightly in premarket trad¬ 
ing as JPMorgan, Gold¬ 
man Sachs and Johnson & 
Johnson released quarterly 
results that exceeded Wall 
Street’s expectations. 
Separate reports on U.S. re¬ 
tail sales and manufactur¬ 
ing growth also gave the 


market an early lift. 

But stock indexes diverged 
shortly after the market 
opened and then fully 
veered into the red about 
an hour into regular trading 
as investors began to tune 
into Yellen delivering the 
central bank’s semi-annual 
economic report to Con¬ 
gress. 


Stocks finished the day 
mixed, with the Dow Jones 
industrial average eking 
out a tiny gain on the day. 
The Dow added 5.26 
points, or 0.03 percent, 
to 17,060.68. The index is 
down slightly from its July 3 
record of 17,068.65. 

The Standard & Poor’s 500 


index fell 3.82 points, or 0.2 
percent, to 1,973.28. The 
index is down 0.6 percent 
from its most recent all-time 
high of 1,985.44 set July 3. 
The Nasdaq composite 
shed 24.03 points, or 0.5 
percent, to 4,416.39. 

The three stock indexes are 
all up for the year. 

Bond prices barely budged. 


The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury note held steady 
at 2.55 percent. 

Several tech stocks surged 
in after-market trading 
Tuesday. 

Intel jumped $1.37, or 4.3 
percent, to $33.08 after 
reporting strong second- 
quarter earnings and an 


increase to its stock buy¬ 
back program. Apple and 
IBM rose after the former 
rivals announced they are 
teaming up to work on mo¬ 
bile applications in a bid to 
sell more iPhones and iPads 
to corporate customers. 
Apple rose $1.74, or 1.8 per¬ 
cent, to $97.06 in extended 
trading. 



Trader Kevin Lodewick works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. The Federal Reserve's 
latest take on the U.S. economy put many investors into sell mode Tuesday, sending stocks mostly 
lower after a brief upward turn early in the day. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


J&J 2Q profit climbs 13 percent on new-drug sales 


BY LINDA A. JOHNSON 
AP Business Writer 

Strong sales of several new 
drugs, particularly its hot 
new hepatitis medicine, 
lifted Johnson & Johnson’s 
second-quarter profit by 13 
percent, topping analysts’ 
expectations. 

The world’s biggest maker 
of health care products 
raised its 2014 profit fore¬ 
cast for the second time 
since January, again up by 
a nickel to a new range of 
$5.85 to $5.92 per share, ex¬ 
cluding one-time items. 

Still, J&J shares fell in mid¬ 
day trading after company 


officials cited two drags on 
second-half revenue: the 
June 30 sale of its Ortho- 
Clinical Diagnostics busi¬ 
ness for about $4 billion, and 
expected new competi¬ 
tion for Olysio, J&J’s new 
treatment for chronic hep¬ 
atitis C. In midday trading, 
shares were down $1.71, 
or 1.6 percent, at $103.67. 
J&J on Tuesday reported 
earnings increased to $4.33 
billion, or $1.51 per share, 
from $3.83 billion, or $1.33 
per share, a year earlier. 
Earnings, adjusted for non¬ 
recurring litigation and oth¬ 
er costs, came to $1.66 per 


share. Analysts surveyed by 
Zacks Investment Research 
expected $1.54 per share, 
on average. The maker of 
Band-Aids, medical devic¬ 
es and biologic drugs said 
revenue rose 9.1 percent 
to $19.5 billion from $17.88 
billion a year ago. Analysts 
expected $18.85 billion. 

The company “seems to 
have turned the corner 
on its string of unpleasant 
surprises, and is delivering 
mostly positive surprises,” 
said Erik Gordon, a profes¬ 
sor and analyst at University 
of Michigan’s Ross School 
of Business. 


The New Brunswick, New 
Jersey-based company 
said prescription drug sales 
rose 21 percent to $8.51 bil¬ 
lion. That was led by Olysio, 
at $831 million in the quar¬ 
ter, as well as Xarelto for 
preventing heart attacks 
and strokes ($361 million) 
and Zytiga for prostate 
cancer ($562 million). J&J’s 
two newer drugs for rheu¬ 
matoid arthritis and other 
immune system disorders, 
Simponi and Stelara, both 
grew by more than 40 per¬ 
cent, lifting the immunolo¬ 
gy franchise to $2.63 billion 
in total sales. 



STREET BRIEFS 

Sausage makers 
fined $460M 
for price-fixing 

BERLIN (AP) — Germany’s 
antitrust authority has im¬ 
posed fines totaling 338 mil¬ 
lion euros ($460 million) on 
21 sausage manufacturers 
for colluding on prices. The 
Federal Cartel Office said 
Tuesday that the fines also 
included penalties against 
33 individuals. The com¬ 
panies punished included 
Nestle subsidiary Herta, as 
well as Meica, Boeklunder 
and Wiesenhof. The cartel 
office says major sausage 
makers started colluding in 
2003 to push through high¬ 
er prices, agreeing on price 
ranges for various prod¬ 
ucts. It says it was tipped 
off by an anonymous in¬ 
formant. Eleven compa¬ 
nies decided to cooperate 
with authorities and admit 
wrongdoing. Cartel office 
chairman Andreas Mundt 
said the fines look high “but 
they are put into perspec¬ 
tive by the large number of 
companies involved, how 
long the cartel lasted and 
the billions made in reve¬ 
nue on the market.” 

Novartis wants 
to use Google 
in its eye care 

The Associated Press 

Swiss drug developer No¬ 
vartis will team with tech¬ 
nology giant Google to 
develop a “smart” contact 
lens that could improve 
some eye conditions or 
help diabetics manage 
their disease. Terms of the 
agreement between the 
companies were not de¬ 
tailed in a statement re¬ 
leased Tuesday by Novar¬ 
tis. 

The drugmaker said its Al- 
con eye care division will 
license Google technol¬ 
ogy and work with a team 
from Google to develop a 
lens that uses microchips 
and miniaturized electron¬ 
ics. Novartis is focused on 
developing a contact lens 
that can provide a con¬ 
tinuous measurement of 
glucose levels in diabetic 
patients by measuring tear 
fluid. 
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JPMorgan’s second-quarter net income falls 


STEVE ROTHWELL 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — JPMor- 
gan Chase, the nation’s 
largest bank by assets, said 
Tuesday its second-quar¬ 
ter earnings fell 9 percent 
as revenue at its invest¬ 
ment banking and mort¬ 
gage businesses dropped. 
The bank’s net income 
totaled $5.6 billion in the 
quarter after payments 
to preferred shareholders. 
That was down from net in¬ 
come of $6.1 billion in the 
same period last year. 
Earnings amounted to 
$1.46 per share, compared 


with $1.60 a year earlier. 
They beat the forecasts of 
analysts polled by FactSet, 
who predicted earnings of 
$1.29 a share. 

Revenue in the quarter fell 
3 percent to $24.5 billion. 
Analysts had forecast $23.7 
billion for the period. 

The earnings are the first 
since JPMorgan CEO Ja¬ 
mie Dimon disclosed at the 
start of this month that he 
was battling throat cancer. 
Dimon, 58, 

said he plans to remain on 
the job and be actively 
involved in key decisions 
while undergoing radiation 


and chemotherapy treat¬ 
ment. 

Dimon told reporters on a 
conference call that JPM¬ 
organ’s board would be 
continually briefed on his 
condition and would make 
any announcements if 
there were any material 
changes. 

“I’m hoping the next time I 
talk about this at all, it will 
be in about eight weeks 
and I’ll tell you (the treat¬ 
ment) is complete and the 
prognosis is still very good,” 
Dimon said. 

The bank’s fixed income 
and stock trading revenue 


fell 14 percent to $4.65 bil¬ 
lion from $5.37 billion in the 
same period a year ago. 
While that was a big drop, 
the bank said in a regula¬ 
tory statement May 2 that it 
was expecting trading rev¬ 
enue to decline by about 
20 percent in the period. 
Dimon said that the bank 
saw “encouraging signs" of 
a pickup in business across 
some of its units, including 
the markets division of in¬ 
vestment banking. 

“While it is too early to as¬ 
sume that this momentum 
will continue, we have con¬ 
fidence in the long-term 


growth of the economy," 
Dimon said in a statement 
that accompanied the 
earnings. 

Mortgage applications fell 
54 percent to $30.1 billion 
compared with a year ear¬ 
lier, however that was an 
increase of 15 percent from 
the first quarter. 

An increase in bond yields 
since last summer has 
caused mortgage rates 
to rise, which in turn has 
slowed refinancing of 
home loans. 

JPMorgan’s stock rose 
$2.09, or 3.7 percent, to 
$58,400 


Tobacco firm Reynolds American to buy Lorillard 



Camel, a Reynolds American brand, and Newport, a Lorillard 
brand, cigarettes are displayed for sale, Tuesday, July 15, 2014, 
in Doral, Fla. Cigarette maker Reynolds American Inc. is plan¬ 
ning to buy rival Lorillard Inc. for about $25 billion in a deal to 
combine two of the nation’s oldest and biggest tobacco com¬ 
panies. 

(AP Photo/Lynne Sladky) 


MICHAEL FELBERBAUM 
AP Tobacco Writer 
RICHMOND, Va. (AP) — 

Joe Camel is bulking up to 
take on the Marlboro Man. 
Camel cigarette maker 
Reynolds American Inc.’s 
$25 billion deal to buy 
Newport maker Lorillard 
Inc. creates a formidable 
No. 2 tobacco company 
in the U.S. behind Marlboro 
maker Altria. It also creates 
a powerhouse in menthol 
cigarettes, which are be¬ 
coming a bigger part of 
the business and gives the 
combined company some 
breathing room even as 
people smoke fewer ciga¬ 
rettes every year. 

The deal announced Tues¬ 
day also creates a new 
major player in the coun¬ 
try’s tobacco market, the 
U.K.’s Imperial Tobacco, 
which is buying some of the 
companies’ other brands 
including Kool and Winston 


and instantly becomes the 
king of e-cigarettes in the 
U.S. The deal also is a big 
indication that Reynolds 


sees electronic cigarettes 
as a promising side busi¬ 
ness but not the whole fu¬ 
ture. To get the acquisition 


done, Reynolds is ceding a 
commanding lead in the 
e-cigarette businessby sell¬ 
ing off Lorillard’s dominant 
Blu e-cig brand, highly vis¬ 
ible because of its TV com¬ 
mercials featuring Stephen 
Dorff and Jenny McCarthy, 
to Imperial. 

Reynolds and Lorillard val¬ 
ue the deal at about $27 
billion including debt. It is 
expected to close in the 
first half of 2015 but will like¬ 
ly face regulatory scrutiny. 
Lorillard shareholders would 
receive $50.50 in cash for 
each share and 0.2909 of 
a share in Reynolds stock 
at closing, a combination 
valued by the companies 
at $68.88 per share. 

After the deal, company, 
which will remain based in 
Winston-Salem, North Car¬ 
olina, is projected to have 
more than $11 billion in rev¬ 
enue. 

To help to ease regulatory 


concerns about compe¬ 
tition, Imperial Tobacco 
Group will buy the Kool, 
Salem, Winston, Maverick 
and Blu e-cig brands for 
$7.1 billion, tripling its share 
of the U.S. cigarette mar¬ 
ket. Imperial already owns 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida- 
based Commonwealth- 
Altadis Inc., maker of USA 
Gold cigarettes. 

Reynolds will keep its Cam¬ 
el, Pall Mall and Natural 
American Spirit brands and 
acquire Lorillard’s flagship 
Newport brand, giving it 34 
percent share of the U.S. re¬ 
tail cigarette market. 
Newport and Camel are 
two of the largest players in 
menthol cigarettes. On its 
own, Newport accounts for 
37 percent of the menthol 
segment. While people are 
smoking less, buying 19 per¬ 
cent fewer cigarettes over¬ 
all in 2013 than five years 
earlieO 


Goldman Sachs posts higher profit and revenue 


NEW YORK (AP) - Goldman 
Sachs said Tuesday that its 
quarterly profit rose 5 per¬ 
cent, helped by record re¬ 
sults from investment bank¬ 
ing. Second-quarter net 
income climbed to $1.95 
billion from $1.86 billion a 
year earlier, the bank said 
early Tuesday. That's after 
paying dividends on pre¬ 
ferred stock. Analysts had 
forecast that weak trading 
revenue would hamper re¬ 
sults for Wall Street banks in 
the second quarter. Gold¬ 


man’s revenue and earn¬ 
ings were expected to 
shrink. But the bank said 
revenue rose 6 percent to 
$9.13 billion over the year, 
much better than the $7.97 
billion analysts had expect¬ 
ed, according to the data 
provider FactSet. 

That was largely thanks to 
more companies paying 
Goldman to help them sell 
stocks and bonds and ar¬ 
range their initial public of¬ 
ferings known. Goldman re¬ 
ported a record $1.28 billion 


in underwriting revenue, up 
20 percent from the same 
period a year ago. 

On a per-share basis, quar¬ 
terly earnings were $4.10, 
handily beating analysts’ 
forecasts of $3.05. 

The news sent Goldman's 
stock up $1.88, or 1.2 per¬ 
cent, to $168.98 in early 
trading. In a statement, 
Goldman’s CEO said he 
was “pleased” with the re¬ 
sults. Lloyd Blankfein said a 
pickup in investment bank¬ 
ing and investment man¬ 


agement helped offset 
“less favorable conditions” 
for its institutional client unit. 
The main way that Gold¬ 
man makes money is by 
trading on behalf of insti¬ 
tutional investors such as 
pension funds and hedge 
funds. Revenue from that 
trading sank 12 percent, 
much as analysts had fore¬ 
cast. Traders thrive when 
markets take dramatic 
turns up and down, but fi¬ 
nancial markets were rela¬ 
tively quiet from the start of 


April to the end of June. 

In an effort to pare expens¬ 
es, Goldman had been 
slashing pay over recent 
years, the bank’s single big¬ 
gest cost. In the second 
quarter, however, com¬ 
pensation was $3.9 billion, 
up 6 percent from the year 
before. The bank's stock 
had slumped nearly 6 per¬ 
cent this year, making it 
the worst performer among 
the 30 big companies in 
the Dow Jones industrial 
average. □ 



















WEDNESDAY 16 JULY 


^COMICS 


Mutts 



Blondie 


~ ARE you 
ENJOYING 
VOUR 
SUMMER 
VACATION 
v SO FAR? 



(SUMMER VACATION? 
’I HAVEN'T HAD 
k ONE OF 
JMi^fTHOSE SINCE 
I WAS IN 
SCHOOL, ’ 
,^,-v^ELMO 




Mother Goose & Grimm 


rnjph.'NHAt 

THAT OLDUD 
IOOKUK6TOWU? 


LOOKS LIKE THE KINO T WHAT'S THE COLORlPANTONk 
FEATURES SVNPICATE OF THE SKA* IN COLOR PROCESS 
BUUJWN6 IN NEWARK 900R WORLP? J CYAN 233-2 , 

THAT SYNDICATES K—— -—> 

OUR COMIC STRIP J \T _ _ A 

7/16 




Baby Blues 



Zits 


PAR ON I 
HAVE TWENTY 
SUCKS? 



<PkAY EUT THE LAST TIME 
IWASHEPYOURCAKIT 
COST YOU RFIYCWUARS 
TD HAVE THE SCRATCHES. 
BUFFEPOJT 



GCOPROINT 
HERE'ETWENTY 
BUCK^TP LEAVE 
ITAU2NE. 



MAKE IT 
THIRTY 
ANPI 
WON'T 
VACUUM 
IT, TOO. 



Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Tuesday’s Puzzle Solved 
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ACROSS 

1 Encountered 

4 Fervor 

9 Smooch 

13 Wood-splitting 
tools 

15 Actress Keaton 

16 Tiny bit 

17 Slangy 
affirmative 

18 Makes eyes at 

19 It was, to a 
poet 

20 Thinnest 

22 Keep _ on; 
watch closely 

23 Empty space 

24 Feasted on 

26 Mean fairy tale 
woman 

29 Tardiness 

34 Divide and give 
to others 

35 Did a lawn 
chore 

36 Atlas page 

37 Pantry shelf 
stackables 

38 Sat for an artist 

39 Deep wet mud 

40 Colony insect 

41 Carrying a gun 

42 Pig out 

43 Impulsiveness 

45 Felt; perceived 

46 Promos 

47 Canned fish 

48 Swamp critter, 
for short 

51 Peculiar 

56 Angler’s barb 

57 Lunch hours 

58 Grumpy person 

60 Carving tool 

61 Paddled boat 

62 Residence 

63 Tall grass stalk 

64 Put forth effort 

65 Tennis court 
divider 

DOWN 

1 Spring month 

2 Former 
spouses 

3 Yellowish wood 

4 Very handsome 
young man 


5 Inflexible 

6 Valley 

7 Singles 

8 Said again 

9 Baby cat 

10 Des Moines, _ 

11 Puncture 

12 Impudent talk 
14 Trembles from 

the cold 
21 Snout 

25 Last son for 
Rose Kennedy 

26 Academy 
Award 

27 African nation 

28 Talks wildly 

29 Suffers defeat 

30 Blown away 

31 Titles for 
Kuwaiti leaders 

32 Character in 
"Beetle Bailey” 

33 Drive too fast 
35 Cradle rockers, 

often 

38 _of mind; 
clear thinking in 
a crisis 


All Rights Reserved. 

39 King or queen 

41 Conjunction 

42 Man, for short 

44 Broke into a 
computer 

45 Dusk 

47 Man’s singing 
voice 

48 Scorch 


49 _ off; galloped 
away 

50 Seep out 

52 Persuade 
gently 

53 Scoop holder 

54 Common metal 

55 Arrived 
59 Wager 
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Tel 5 S 3 W 97 ^ 503 * 7*04 
SchfftlOftd jtr 7(? 

Email: quality@setarnet.aw 
Website: www.arubaqualityapartments.i 


baqualityapartments.com m 

„d your Si y 



Qua lily Aportmcnls 

'■Sfudia A Loft Apfa. 'FulPy FtirwiN&d 

* Kii-tfi-eji / Ai rcg / Cflble W ^^upining Fppl 
Less Than [ mik from EdgOi ikd£h 6 4 Id-yt flpfwkrix 
Feel free to intact or wisit us 
Mint - Fri: ftoim-7prri. Sot i Sun: 9*m-5pm. 


DISCOUNT 

RAIN at the 
ANTIQUESHOP 

Rococo Plaza rd 4a 
Tarim Lccndcrt 
Open daily 9-5 but 
Saturday 9-1 only 
www.antiq u esa ru ba .com 



Westpunt 29 

This two storey villa comes 
with luxury kitchen and 
appliances, spacious living 
room with large covered 
porch, double garage, 
swimming pool, 3 spacious 
A/C bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
walk-in closet, upstairs office 
space or gym with balcony 
overlooking the backyard, 
pallapas, fountainan 
landscaped garden. 


Onju^l 

Aruba Real Estate 

Independently Owned and Operated 


us $ 799.00C 


Palm Beach 4-G 
Tel.: 586 4242 
www.arubahouses.com 





Marriott Aruba Surf 


Club 

GOLD Season 
Oceanside $9900 
Oceanview $9k 
Oceanfront $17k 
3 BEDRM OV $17k 
PLATINUM Season 
Oceanview $16k 
Oceanside $17500 
Oceanfront $27,500 
3 BEDRM OV $27k 
Plat. Plus Holiday 51 
OV $46k 

Plat. Plus NY 52 OV 
$49k 

Marriott Aruba Ocean 

club 

GOLD Season 
2B Ocean view $9k 
2B Oceanfront $14500 
IB Oceanfront $8500 
PLATINUM Season 
2B oceanview $18500 
2B Oceanfront $29k 
IB Oceanview $11500 
**Destination points 
available between $6.5 
and $7.5 per point. 

We are the #1 



Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. 
Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any 


888-888-2204 Ext 111 
321-206-6293 Ext 111 
321-250-7164 Fax 

FaxWebsite: 


www.conciergerealty.com 



Classifieds 


BABA’S UPHOLSTERY 

We upholster and treat all kind of 
furniture. 

With big variety of fabrics and we 
repair bamboo & ratan, we sell all 
matras and boxspring sizes, 

Tel. 593-2655/742-5853, 

Palm Beach #5, In front of Subway 

_202312 


DIVI WEEK PHOENIX 

wk 27, 7/5 to 12 

ocean front studio Rm 804, all 
amenities 4150$ and 
Divi Dutch Village wk 27 
7/5 to 7/12, ground floor unit 13, 
king bed queen sleeper. Steps 
to pool and ocean 3150$ 
e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
565-9394 until 7/13 
US 508 651 0016 

202316 


TIMESHARE FOR SALE 

Divi Dutch Village 

2 br, 2 bath sleeps 6, wk 26, 
6/28 to 7/5 Rms 96-1 and 96-2 
lock off 1 br, floor 3 Studio 
steps to ocean and pool 4950$ 
e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
565-9394 until 7/13 
US 508 651 0016 

202316 

TIMESHARE FOR SALE 

Aruba Beach Club 

week 26, 6/28 to 7/5 ground 
floor unit 128, superior studio, 
excellent ocean views, steps to 
ocean and pool all amenities 
3100$ 

e-mail rmwjmw@aol.com or 
565-9394 until 7/13 
US 508 651 0016 

202316 


MASSAGE 

Person with extensive experience: 
Sport massage, Reflexologia, 
Swedish massage. 

We can come to your home or 
service at the Hotel. 

From 7 am - 9 pm 

We work every day and holiday’s. 

Call 745-5626 / 740-0677 

202335 


ARUBA 



Dl NOS E TA! 


DOCTOR 
c ON DUTY 

^ 1 Oranjestad 


Dr. Dassen 



EMERGENCIA 

911 


POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT. 

115 

FIRE DEPT. 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 

PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: St. Anna Tel: 586-8181 

San Nicolas: San Nicolas Tel: 584-5712 

INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 


July 16 



Aruba Aiport 524-2424 

American Airline 582-2700 

Avianca 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 588-1900 

Insel Air 588-9314 

Jet Blue 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 582-7117 

Tiara Air 588-4272 

Venezolana 583-7674 


FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 


Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 


FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FADA)Jel: _583-2999_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 
Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 
Teh 583-3808 _ 
Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345/586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Water levels at U.S. Lake Mead drop to new low 



This Oct. 22, 2010, file photo, shows low water levels in Boulder Harbor in Lake Mead, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


KEN RITTER 
Associated Press 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — Drought 
in the southwestern U.S. 
will deplete the vast Lake 
Mead this week to levels 
not seen since the Great 
Depression in the 1930s, 
federal water managers 
said Tuesday. 

Lake Mead National Rec¬ 
reation Area, east of Las 
Vegas, is among the feder¬ 
al government’s top tourist 
attractions. It drew some 
6.3 million visitors in 2013, 
about the same number 
as the Lincoln Memorial in 
Washington. Las Vegas, 
with more than 2 million 
residents and about 40 mil¬ 
lion tourists a year, is almost 
completely dependent on 
Lake Mead for drinking wa¬ 
ter. 

The projected lake level 
of about 1,080 feet (330 
meters) above sea level 
will be below the level of 
about 1,082 feet (330 me¬ 
ters) recorded in Novem¬ 
ber 2010 and the 1,080-foot 
(330-meter) mark mea¬ 
sured in April 1956 during 
another sustained drought. 
But U.S. Bureau of Recla¬ 
mation regional chief Terry 
Fulp said water obligations 
will be met at least through 
next year without a key 
shortage declaration. The 
result will be full deliver¬ 
ies to cities, states, farms 
and tribes in an area that’s 
home to some 40 million 
people and the cities of 
Las Vegas, Phoenix and 
Los Angeles. 

The lake on Tuesday was 
just under 1,082 feet (330 
meters) above sea lev¬ 
el, and the reservoir was 
about 39 percent full, 
said Rose Davis, a bureau 
spokeswoman Nevada. 
The dropping level since 
the reservoir was last full 


in 1998, at just under 1,296 
feet (395 meters) above 
sea level, has left as much 
as 130 feet (39 meters) of 
distinctive white mineral 
“bathtub ring” on hard 
rock surfaces surrounding 
the lake. 

Davis said the bureau ex¬ 
pects a slight increase in 
water level to about 1,083 
feet (330 meters) by Jan. 1, 
2015. 

Boaters and swimmers 
have largely ignored the 
dropping water levels in 
a place where splash¬ 
ing in cold fresh water on 
100-degrees Fahrenheit 
(38-Celsius) summer days 
is a treat. But they’ve also 
dealt with marina closures 
in recent years. Visitors 
who used to feed scraps to 
carp from restaurant deck 
tables may now need to 
trek hundreds of yards with 
sandwiches and beach 
blankets to enjoy a water¬ 
side lunch. 

“We projected this was 
coming,” Davis said. “We 
are basically where we 
expected to be, given 


the dry winters in 2012 and 
2013.” 

Lake Mead today stores 
about 10.2 million acre-feet 
(12.5 million cubic meters) 
of water and is managed 
in conjunction with Lake 
Powell, the reservoir farther 


MALCOLM RITTER 
AP Science Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — You 

may be more similar to 
your friends than you think: 
A study suggests that the 
DNA code tends to be 
more alike between friends 
than between strangers. 
That’s beyond the effect 
of shared ethnicity, re¬ 
searchers say. And it could 
be important for theories 
about human evolution, 
says James Fowler of the 
University of California, San 
Diego. 

He and Yale researcher 
Nicholas Christakis present 
their results in a paper re¬ 
leased Monday by the Pro¬ 
ceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences. 

How much more alike are 
friends than strangers? Not 
much. Imagine the small 
similarity between fourth 
cousins, people who share 
a set of great-great-great 
grandparents. 

The study included 1,932 
participants in a long-run¬ 
ning health study in Fram- 


up the Colorado River near 
the Utah-Arizona state line. 
Davis said Lake Powell was 
at 52 percent capacity, 
holding about 12.7 million 
acre-feet (15.6 million cu¬ 
bic meters) of water. 

Water officials say an acre- 


ingham, Massachusetts. 
Researchers knew who was 
close friends with whom 
from the 1970s to the early 
2000s because of informa¬ 
tion gathered for the study. 
From this group they iden¬ 
tified 1,367 pairs of close 
friends and about 1.2 mil¬ 
lion pairs of strangers. Then 
they examined informa¬ 
tion about nearly 467,000 
locations in the DNA code 
of each participant. They 
looked for how similar the 
friend pairs were, and com¬ 
pared that to how similar 
the stranger pairs were. 

The researchers found that 
genes affecting sense of 
smell were especially likely 
to be similar in friends. 

Why would friends have 
more DNA similarities than 
strangers? Fowler said it’s 
not clear. One possibility is 
that similar genes nudge 
people toward similar envi¬ 
ronments, which then gives 
them a chance to meet. 
Another possibility is that 
people who share certain 
genes also share skills that 


foot is about enough water 
to supply an average Ne¬ 
vada household fora year. 
Fulp compares controlled 
management of the two 
largest reservoirs on the 
Colorado River to pouring 
tea from one cup to anoth¬ 
er. Seven southwestern U.S. 
states reap the result under 
a 1928 allocation agree¬ 
ment that also provides 
shares of Colorado River 
water to Native American 
tribes and Mexico. 

Federal and state water 
officials have negotiated 
plans for a shortage dec¬ 
laration triggering delivery 
cuts to Nevada and Ari¬ 
zona if annual projections 
for the Lake Mead water 
level drop below a 1,075 
foot (327 meter) elevation. 
That projection is based on 
data being compiled by 
the Bureau of Reclama¬ 
tion. Davis said the 1,075- 
foot (327-meter) trigger 
point is not expected this 
year or next. □ 


become more valuable 
when the people work to¬ 
gether, he said. This could 
have been important over 
evolutionary time, and so 
set up a pattern that peo¬ 
ple still follow, he said. 
Fowler also said it's not 
clear whether the finding 
pertains to groups outside 
of the Framingham study 
group, which is overwhelm¬ 
ingly Irish and Italian. 

In any case, findings of 
DNA similarities between 
friends could help explain 
how behaviors like altruism 
developed over evolution¬ 
ary time, he said. 

Francisco Ayala, who stud¬ 
ies evolutionary genetics at 
the University of California, 
Irvine, said the study’s re¬ 
sults surprised him. But “the 
statistics are there" to back 
up the conclusions, he said. 
Ben Domingue, a research¬ 
er at the University of Colo¬ 
rado, Boulder, called the 
results intriguing. “I am fairly 
convinced that they are 
onto something,” he wrote 
in an email. □ 




Massage and escort service 

Beautiful Latin Girls 

Pick-up & Delivery 

Serving Men ■ Couple ■ Women - All Genders 

Red Light Tour 

Bachelor Party Specialized, the best in the Caribbean 

Call: 565-9535 


Study: Friends share 
similarities in their DNA 
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At Elvis Fest, impersonations are reverent tribute 


Joely Richardson to play 
poet Emily Dickinson 


This May 8, 2013 file photo shows Joely Richardson at the Tate 
Americas Foundation Artists Dinner in New York. Richardson is 
coming back to a New York stage for a one-woman show. 

Associated Press 


MICHELLE RINDELS 
Associated Press 
LAS VEGAS (AP) — The 

white-suited, chest hair¬ 
baring, blue contact-wear¬ 
ing men posing with fans 
outside the showroom of 
the former Las Vegas Hilton 
don’t want to be called El¬ 
vis impersonators. 

The correct term is Elvis trib¬ 
ute artist — or ETA for short 
— to distinguish their stud¬ 
ied performances from the 
dime-a-dozen characters 
trolling the Strip. 

“It’s not a gag,” explained 
Jason Sherry, producer of 
this weekend’s Elvis Festival 
in Las Vegas, one of sever¬ 
al sanctioned by Presley’s 
estate that lead up to Elvis 
Week in Memphis in Au¬ 
gust. “It doesn’t mean we 
don't enjoy it. But we're 
not making a mockery of 
Elvis.” 

Some three dozen ETAs 
took their gyrating hips 
and curled lips to the stage 
over the weekend to see 
who could do the most 
convincing portrayal. Priz¬ 
es included $2,500 in cash 
for the top performer and 
a chance to represent Las 
Vegas in the Ultimate Elvis 
Tribute Artist competition 
during Elvis Week. 

Eli Williams, a Vancouver, 
British Columbia, resident 
who placed second in the 
contest, said he took up 
karate just like the King. 

“It made a lot of what he 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

The United Nations says a 
Bollywood-inspired United 
Nations music video 
promoting equal rights for 
gays, lesbians, transgender 
people and bisexuals has 
been watched by more 
than one million people 
online and millions more on 
television since its release 
on April 30. 

Charles Radcliffe of the 
U.N. Human Rights Office 
said Tuesday that for the 
United Nations the novel 
approach has “paid off.” 


did make sense,” said Wil¬ 
liams, 26, of the singer's 
stage movements. 

Like many ETAs, Frank 
Werth, a salesman from 
Hays, Kansas, buys his suits 
from B&K Enterprises, a 
company that employs the 
man who designed jump¬ 
suits for Elvis himself. 

An intricately embroidered 
suit might cost $4,000, while 
the matching cape could 
run $500. 

“We try to re-create (shows) 
as closely as we can," said 
Werth, 32, who finished in 
third place. “Nothing is out 
of taste.” 

Licensed events help Elvis 


The 2 ^-minute video 
stars Indian actress Celina 
Jaitly, who was named a 
U.N. Equality Champion 
by human rights chief 
Navi Pillay last year for her 
support for LGBT rights. 

Jaitly said Tuesday that she 
has been “overwhelmed 
by the positive response." 
She said the video is 
aimed at promoting the 
difficult conversations that 
promote change “in a 
wonderful light hearted 
way through the universal 
language of music.” 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Jo¬ 
ely Richardson is coming 
back to a New York stage 
in something she never 
thought she’d do — a one- 
woman show. 

The English actress known 
for the TV shows “The Tu¬ 
dors” and “Nip/Tuck” will 
play poet Emily Dickinson 
in William Luce's play “The 
Belle of Amherst." 

“Never say never," Rich¬ 
ardson said. “I always 
swore to myself that I would 
never do a one-woman 
show. I thought, ‘That’s for 
crazy people.’ And then I 
read it.” 

The play, directed by Steve 
Cosson, will begin perfor¬ 
mances Oct. 7 at the off- 
Broadway Westside The¬ 
atre, with an opening night 
set for Oct. 19. Tickets are 
now on sale. 

In “The Belle of Amherst,” 
Dickinson acts as the nar¬ 
rator of her life story, wel¬ 
coming audiences to her 
home in Amherst, Massa¬ 
chusetts, in the 1880s and 
looking back on her life. 
Dickinson’s most famous 


poems include “Because I 
Could Not Stop For Death” 
and “Hope Is the Thing With 
Feathers." 

Julie Harris played the role 
on Broadway and won the 
1977 Tony Award for best 
actress. 

Richardson was filming 
“Papa” in Cuba — she 
plays Ernest Hemingway’s 
fourth wife, Mary, in the film 
— when she read the script 
early one morning and 
immediately emailed her 
agent to sign up. 


Presley’s estate cultivate a 
fan base decades after ra¬ 
dio stations stopped play¬ 
ing “Love Me Tender," and 
promote the more positive 
aspects of his life and ca¬ 
reer, Sherry said. 

Organizers have tweaked 
the festival to keep up with 
the changing demograph¬ 
ics. For example, they 
ditched sock hops and re¬ 
placed them with an after- 
hours party more familiar 
to Millennials. 

The intergenerational al¬ 
lure of Elvis was on display 
among the dozen or so 
people of all ages who 
came from Penticton, Brit¬ 
ish Columbia, to Las Vegas 
to watch hometown boy 
Adam Fitzpatrick, 29, take 
home top honors at the 
contest. 


“It was instant. I just com¬ 
pletely responded to the 
material,” she said. “It’s full 
of humor and it was this off- 
mix of the sacred and pro¬ 
fane that I just thought was 
brilliant.” 

Richardson has appeared 
in films such as “101 Dal¬ 
matians,” "Event Horizon,” 
"The Patriot” and “The Girl 
with the Dragon Tattoo." 
She started out on stage 
with the Royal Shakespeare 
Company and the Old Vic, 
then moved into films. 


Millions watch U.N. music 
video on LGBT rights 



In this July 12, 2014 photo, from left, Daniel Jenkins, Tyler James and Jacob Roman joke around 
during the Las Vegas Elvis Festival in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press 
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New film ‘Book of Life’ 
animates Day of the Dead 



This photo released by Twentieth Century Fox & Reel FX shows Maria voiced by Zoe Saldana, in a 
scene from the animated comedy, “Book of Life.” Guillermo del Toro is helping to open the “Book 
of Life.” 

Associated Press 



This image released by Polk and Co. shows Margo Seibert, right, 
and Andy Karl during a performance of “Rocky,” a musical 
based on the iconic film, at the Winter Garden Theatre in New 
York. 

Associated Press 

Musical of film 
‘Rocky’ knocked 
down on Broadway 


SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Guill¬ 
ermo del Toro is helping to 
open the “Book of Life.” 

The Oscar winner is produc¬ 
ing the animated feature 
by first-time director Jorge 
Gutierrez, and joined him 
at Fox Studios on Monday 
to unveil footage from the 
film, set for release in Octo¬ 
ber. 

“Book of Life" is rich with 
imagery from Mexican folk¬ 
lore, with a special empha¬ 
sis on the Day of the Dead, 
the food- and music-filled 
celebration of the annual 
return of the spirits of de¬ 
ceased loved ones. 


Del Toro said he was moved 
by Gufierrez's emotional, 
visual and narrative con¬ 
nection to Mexico. 

“It was a huge nostalgia,” 
del Toro said, “a very pain¬ 
ful and beautiful nostalgia 
that made me say I’m go¬ 
ing to protect this project 
and celebrate this guy.” 

It helped that Gutierrez 
presented his ideas and il¬ 
lustrations over “a trunk 
of tequila,” the filmmaker 
said. 

“Book of Life” centers on 
two best friends angling for 
the girl of their dreams, not 
realizing that otherworldly 
powers have a stake in the 
outcome. The leaders of 


the underworlds, the Land 
of the Remembered and 
the Land of the Forgotten, 
make a wager on which 
lover the girl will choose. 
Zoe Saldana, Channing 
Tatum and Diego Luna 
lead the voice cast. The 
film also features ranchera 
interpretations of popular 
songs by Mumford & Sons, 
Radiohead, Rod Stewart 
and others. Oscar-winning 
composer Gustavo San- 
taolalla provides the score. 
The approach to music 
and animation is unique, 
del Toro said. “It's enchant¬ 
ing and gorgeous in a way 
that is not the cookie-cutter 
way,” he saidO 


MARK KENNEDY 
AP Drama Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The 

Broadway musical “Rocky" 
is hanging up its gloves af¬ 
ter being battered at the 
box office. 

Producers said Tuesday 
that the show will play its 
final performance af the 
Winter Garden Theatre on 
Aug. 17, 

after playing 28 previews 
and 188 regular perfor¬ 
mances. 

Based on the Oscar-win¬ 
ning 1976 film by Sylvester 
Stallone, the musical fea¬ 
tures a score by “Ragtime" 
veterans Stephen Flaherty 
and Lynn Ahrens, and a 


story by Thomas Meehan, 
who wrote “Hairspray." 
Alex Timbers directed. 

The musical stays close to 
the film, which charted the 
rise and romance of ama¬ 
teur boxer and debt col¬ 
lector Rocky Balboa, who 
gets his shot against an 
undefeated heavyweight 
champ. Andy Karl starred 
as the hero. 

The musical never took off 
offer mixed to poor reviews, 
despite a spectacular final 
few minutes when the box¬ 
ing ring is lowered onto the 
first few rows. It broke the $1 
million-mark only once and 
lately was making only half 
its $1,263,688 potentialO 


Review: ‘The Bone Orchard’ is satisfying mystery 



This book cover image re¬ 
leased by Minotaur shows 
“The Bone Orchard,” by Paul 
Doiron. 

Associated Press 


BRUCE DESILVA 
Associated Press 

Mike Bowditch’s reckless¬ 
ness and insubordination, 
along with his struggle with 
a series of personal trage¬ 
dies, seemed to make him 
a bad match for his job as 
a Maine game warden. So, 
as the fifth novel in this fine 
series opens, if comes as no 
greaf surprise fhaf Mike has 
quif law enforcement and 
taken refuge as a fishing 
guide in the state’s great 
North Woods. 

But Sgt. Kathy Frost, Mike’s 
former mentor in the war¬ 
den service, is in trouble. 


A suicidal Afghanistan war 
vet she was assigned to 
help has been shot dead. 
The ex-soldier's politically 
connected parents and 
former army buddies blame 
her. And she is under inves¬ 
tigation for her role in the 
affair. 

Thinking he might be able 
to help, or at least offer 
a sympathetic ear, Mike 
drives to her cabin and 
comes under sniper fire in 
her driveway. 

Fie finds his old friend criti¬ 
cally wounded. 

A civilian now, Mike has no 
business getting involved. 


As reckless and impetuous 
as always, he dives in any¬ 
way. 

The authorities suspect the 
dead soldier’s old army 
buddies for the attack on 
Kathy. 

Mike casts his net wider as 
he pursues the case from 
the urban landscape of 
Portland to the desolate 
farming villages of Aroos¬ 
took County. 

As always, Doiron describes 
his state so vividly that it be¬ 
comes not just the setting 
but also a character in its 
own right. 

As Mike’s list of suspects 


grows, he digs deeply into 
Kathy's past. Along the 
way, he also keeps running 
into people from his own 
past, including old friends, 
old enemies and an ex- 
wife. 

The encounters lead to 
much soul-searching — so 
much that for a good por¬ 
tion of the book, the big¬ 
gest mystery Mike confronts 
isn’t who shot Kathy, it's 
what kind of man Mike has 
become. 

This makes “The Bone Or¬ 
chard” both a rich explo¬ 
ration of character and a 
satisfying mystery story.Q 
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Baseball or Soccer? 



Look Homeward, LeBron 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2014 New York Times 

Is life more like baseball, or is it 
more like soccer? 

Baseball is a team sport, but it 
is basically an accumulation of 
individual activities. Throwing a 
strike, hitting a line drive or field¬ 
ing a grounder is primarily an 
individual achievement. The 
team that performs the most in¬ 
dividual tasks well will probably 
win the game. 

Soccer is not like that. In soc¬ 
cer, almost no task, except the 
penalty kick and a few others, 
is intrinsically individual. Soccer, 
as Simon Critchley pointed out 
recently in The New York Review 
of Books, is a game about oc¬ 
cupying and controlling space. 
If you get the ball and your 
teammates have run the right 
formations, and structured the 
space around you, you’ll have 
three or four options on where 
to distribute it. If the defenders 
have structured their formations 
to control the space, then you 
will have no options. Even the 
act of touching the ball is not 
primarily defined by the man 
who is touching it; it is defined 
by the context created by all 
the other players. 

As Critchley writes, “Soccer 
is a collective game, a team 
game, and everyone has to 
play the part which has been 
assigned to them, which means 
they have to understand it 
spatially, positionally and intel¬ 
ligently and make it effective.’’ 
Brazil wasn’t clobbered by Ger¬ 
many this week because the 
quality of the individual players 
was so much worse. Brazil got 
slaughtered because its players 
did a pathetic job of controlling 
space. A German player would 
touch the ball, even close to 
the Brazilian goal, and he had 
ample room to make the kill. 
Most of us spend our days think¬ 
ing we are playing baseball, 
but we are really playing soc¬ 
cer. We think we individually 
choose what career path to 
take, whom to socialize with, 
what views to hold. But, in fact, 
those decisions are shaped by 
the networks of people around 
us more than we dare recog¬ 
nize. 

This influence happens through 
at least three avenues. First 
there is contagion. People ab¬ 
sorb memes, ideas and behav¬ 
iors from each other the way 
they catch a cold. As Nicho¬ 
las Christakis and others have 
shown, if your friends are obese, 
you’re likely to be obese. If your 


neighbors play fair, you are like¬ 
ly to play fair. We all live within 
distinct moral ecologies. The 
overall environment influences 
what we think of as normal be¬ 
havior without you being much 
aware of it. 

Then there is the structure of 
your network. There is by now a 
vast body of research on how 
differently people behave de¬ 
pending on the structure of the 
social networks. People with 
vast numbers of acquaintances 
have more job opportunities 
than people with fewer but 
deeper friendships. Most orga¬ 
nizations have structural holes, 
gaps between two depart¬ 
ments or disciplines. If you hap¬ 
pen to be in an undeveloped 
structural hole where you can 
link two departments, your ca¬ 
reer is likely to take off. 
Innovation is hugely shaped 
by the structure of an industry 
at any moment. Individuals in 
Silicon Valley are creative now 
because of the fluid structure of 
failure and recovery. Broadway 
was incredibly creative in the 
1940s and 1950s because it was 
a fluid industry in which casual 
acquaintances ended up col¬ 
laborating. 

Since then, studies show, the¬ 
ater social networks have rigidi- 
fied, and, even if you collabo¬ 
rate with an ideal partner, you 
are not as likely to be creative 
as you would have been when 
the global environment was 
more fertile. 

Finally, there is the power of the 
extended mind. There is also a 
developed body of research on 
how much our very conscious¬ 
ness is shaped by the people 
around us. Let me simplify it 
with a classic observation: Each 
close friend you have brings 
out a version of yourself that 
you could not bring out on your 
own. When your close friend 
dies, you are not only losing the 
friend but are losing the version 
of your personality that he or 
she elicited. 

Once we acknowledge that, in 
life, we are playing soccer, not 
baseball, a few things become 
clear. First, awareness of the 
landscape of reality is the high¬ 
est form of wisdom. It’s not raw 
computational power that mat¬ 
ters most; it’s having a sensitive 
attunement to the widest envi¬ 
ronment, feeling where the flow 
of events is going. Genius is in 
practice perceiving more than 
the conscious reasoning. 
Second, predictive models will 
be less useful. Baseball is won¬ 
derful for sabermetricians. In 
each at bat there is a limited 
range of possible outcomes. 
Activities like soccer are not as 
easily renderable statistically, 
because the relevant spatial 
structures are harder to quan¬ 
tify. Even the estimable stat¬ 
istician Nate Silver of FiveThir- 
tyEight gave Brazil a 65 percent 
chance of beating Germany. 
Finally, Critchley notes that soc¬ 
cer is like a 90-minute anxiety 
dream - one of those frustrating 
dreams when you’re trying to 
get somewhere but something 
is always in the way. This is yet 
another way soccer is like life.Q 



ROSS DOUTHAT 
© 2014 New York Times 

One of the more significant mi¬ 
grations in recent American his¬ 
tory doesn’t involve pioneers 
heading West, refugees seeking 
sanctuary, or Joad-like fami¬ 
lies rambling in search of work. 
It involves the trajectory of our 
nation’s most talented citizens, 
who since the 1970s have been 
clustering ever more densely 
in certain favored cities, and 
gradually abandoning the 
places in between. 

In a mid-2000s piece for The 
Atlantic, Richard Florida, long 
a booster of “creative class’’ 
conurbations, noted that in 
1970 college graduates were 
distributed pretty evenly around 
the country, but that three de¬ 
cades later they were much 
more concentrated. A few re¬ 
gions (the BosWash Northeast, 
the Bay Area, etc.) were desti¬ 
nations of choice for the well- 
educated, and large swaths of 
the country emphatically were 
not. In Washington, D.C., and 
San Francisco, he noted, half 
the population had college 
degrees; for Detroit and Cleve¬ 
land, the figures were 11 per¬ 
cent and 14 percent. 

This migration has happened 
for understandable personal 
and professional reasons (said 
the pundit writing from a coffee 
shop in northeastern Washing¬ 
ton, D.C.), and the dense pro¬ 
fessional networks it has creat¬ 
ed have arguably been good 
for certain kinds of economic 
dynamism. 

But elite self-segregation, 
and what Charles Murray has 
dubbed the “coming apart” 
of the professional and working 
classes, has also contributed to 


America’s growing social prob¬ 
lems - hardening lines of class 
and culture, adding layers of 
misunderstanding and mistrust 
to an already polarized polity, 
and leaching brains and social 
capital from communities that 
need them most. 

Which brings us to the fascinat¬ 
ing story of LeBron James. 

The basketball superstar’s tra¬ 
jectory up until Friday looked 
like the entire migration of the 
talented in miniature (well, a 
6-foot-8 miniature). A child of 
depressed northeastern Ohio, 
with its struggling cities and 
declining population, James 
grew up to be drafted by the 
Cleveland Cavaliers, played for 
his home-state team for seven 
brilliant but championship-free 
seasons, and then famously 
bolted for a richer, more glam¬ 
orous locale. 

And why? Not just for the mon¬ 
ey and amenities, but for the 
professional network. Like super- 
stars in less-athletic fields, James 
felt that his productivity would 
be magnified by the right part¬ 
nerships - in his case, by sharing 
a court with fellow stars Chris 
Bosh and Dwyane Wade. And 
four NBA Finals appearances 
and two rings later, it’s clear he 
judged correctly. 

But now he’s making the migra¬ 
tion in reverse, returning to the 
battered Midwestern city he 
famously betrayed. And strik¬ 
ingly, his statement announcing 
the move doubled as a kind of 
communitarian manifesto, im¬ 
plicitly critiquing the values un¬ 
derlying elite self-segregation in 
America: 

“My presence can make a dif¬ 
ference in Miami, but I think 
it can mean more where I’m 
from. I want kids in Northeast 
Ohio ... to realize that there’s 
no better place to grow up. 
Maybe some of them will come 
home after college and start a 
family or open a business... Our 
community, which has strug¬ 
gled so much, needs all the tal¬ 
ent it can get. 

“In Northeast Ohio, nothing is 
given. Everything is earned. You 


work for what you have. 

“I’m ready to accept the chal¬ 
lenge. I’m coming home.” 

Now I don’t want to make too 
much of an exhortation that is, 
of course, partially just a rich 
athlete’s brand-managing PR. 
Especially since homecomings 
are fraught, complicated un¬ 
dertakings - for superstars even 
more than ordinary mortals, 
perhaps - and this one is as likely 
to end with James feuding with 
ownership or forcing a trade as 
with a championship. 

Moreover, even if everything 
goes smoothly on the court, 
James’ “hard work” will be rath¬ 
er more richly rewarded than 
the typical Ohioan’s, and he’ll 
be “coming home” while still 
living, really, in the secure and 
gilded bubble of the rich and 
famous. So for a future college 
graduate deciding between 
staying on the Acela Corridor 
or coming back to Akron or 
Youngstown to raise a family, 
James’ example is symbolically 
inspiring without being terribly 
relevant to the hazards of real 
life. 

But with all those caveats, there 
will be a spillover effect of some 
sort from his decision. Even if it 
only happens on the margins, 
James really did just make 
a down-at-the-heels part of 
America a slightly better place 
to live and work and settle. 

And the return of the King is also 
a reminder that social trends, 
like careers, aren’t arrows that 
fly in one direction only. As real 
estate prices rise insanely on the 
coasts, as telecommuting be¬ 
comes more plausible for more 
people, as once-storied cities 
hit bottom and rebound ... well, 
there could be more incentives 
for less-extraordinary profession¬ 
als to imitate this heartland na¬ 
tive’s unexpected return. 

At the very least there’s noth¬ 
ing written that says we have 
to come apart forever. Or that 
some Americans with less ex¬ 
traordinary but still substan¬ 
tial gifts can’t find a way, like 
James, to take those talents 
home again.□ 
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Wine From a Sacred Place in Spain 


ERIC ASIMOV 
© 2014 New York Times 

If you travel widely enough 
around the grape-growing 
regions of the world, you 
gather ample testimony 
of the driving, historic hu¬ 
man desire to make good 
wine. What else could ex¬ 
plain the compulsion to 


plant vines on ridiculously 
steep hillsides in the Mosel 
and the Rheingau, in the 
northern Rhone Valley, in 
Priorat and the Douro, and 
in Ribeira Sacra in the Gali¬ 
cia region of northwestern 
Spain? 

Thousands of years be¬ 
fore the lucrative global 
wine economy of today, 
Romans carved terraces 
on slopes in Ribeira Sacra 
that rose at precipitous 
angles from the rivers be¬ 
low. They planted vines to 
keep themselves supplied 
with wine. Over the cen¬ 
turies, monks expanded 
and maintained the net¬ 
work of vines, which was 
farmed by the church and 
by locals, for whom grapes 
were just one of many sub¬ 
sistence crops. It was not a 
matter of survival - grains 
and produce planted on 
the flats saw to that. The 


backbreaking labor these 
vines required was a mat¬ 
ter of choice. 

Nor was it an economic 
necessity. Until fairly re¬ 
cently, Ribeira Sacra was 
largely cut off from the 
rest of Spain, though a few 
farmers shipped wine by 
river to Lugo, a city to the 


north, mostly for local con¬ 
sumption. 

At the end of the 19th cen¬ 
tury, grape phylloxera, a 
ravenous aphid that preys 
on the roots of European 
vines, destroyed much of 
the crop. Agricultural disas¬ 
ter was followed by eco¬ 
nomic depression, civil war 
and dictatorship. Many of 
the historical terraces were 
abandoned, and the chil¬ 
dren of farmers left for work 
in the cities. 

Then a curious thing hap¬ 
pened. Near the end of 
the 20th century, people 
began to return to Ribeira 
Sacra. Disillusioned by the 
city, perhaps, or drawn by 
the promise of the slate- 
and-granite soils at a time 
when other once-obscure 
Spanish wine regions were 
developing worldwide rep¬ 
utations, they came back 
to replant the vines and 


renew the terraces. The 
hills of Ribeira Sacra came 
alive again. 

I visited Ribeira Sacra in 
2009, at a nascent point in 
its revival, just as its wines 
were beginning to make 
an international impact. 
Five years later, it seemed 
time for the wine panel to 


survey the region, so we 
tasted 17 red wines from 
recent vintages. For the 
tasting, Florence Fabricant 
and I were joined by Ash¬ 
ley Santoro, wine director 
at the Standard East Vil¬ 
lage restaurants, including 
Narcissa, and Gil Avital, 
wine director at Tertulia in 
Greenwich Village, New 
York. 

Ordinarily we would taste 
20 bottles for a cross-sec¬ 
tion of a particular region. 
But few Ribeira Sacra pro¬ 
ducers are imported to 
the United States. Even by 
including multiple cuvees 
from several producers, 
the best we could do was 
17 bottles. But that was 
enough to clearly demon¬ 
strate the distinctive, un¬ 
usual character of these 
wines. 

Unlike most Spanish reds, 
these are cool-climate 


wines, defined as much by 
the rainy, temperate At¬ 
lantic coast as the soils, the 
slopes and the people who 
farm them. The reds are 
made predominantly of 
the mencia grape, which 
is also the basis for the reds 
of the Bierzo region to the 
east. But where the Bierzo 


wines tend to be denser 
and burlier, the best reds 
of Ribeira Sacra epitomize 
juicy freshness. These are 
lively, graceful wines, with 
the same sort of aromat¬ 
ic loveliness and lissome 
body that draws people to 
Burgundy and Barolo. 

I'm speaking of the young 
wines. Ribeira Sacra, 
though ancient, is still early 
enough in its renewal that 
we don’t know how the 
wines will age. Not that 
age-worthy wines are not 
being made. Our No. 4 
wine, the 2011 El Pecado 
from Raul Perez, has the 
richness and intensity to 
age for years, while main¬ 
taining a lightness of tex¬ 
ture that is a hallmark of 
Ribeira Sacra. The mystery 
is how it will evolve. Will it 
develop the complex sec¬ 
ondary and tertiary aromas 
and flavors that character¬ 


ize precious Burgundies 
and Barolos? Or will it sim¬ 
ply endure and grow mel¬ 
low, without the intricacy 
of a profound wine? Let's 
check in 15 years. 

El Pecado was by far the 
most ambitious (and, at 
$97, expensive) wine in the 
tasting. Our No. 1 bottle, 
the 2010 Lalama from Do- 
minio do Bibei, was grace¬ 
ful, fresh and complex. It's 
a wine intended for early 
consumption, and it’s at a 
joyous peak right now. Bi¬ 
bei also makes a more am¬ 
bitious, age-worthy cuvee, 
Lacima, which we did not 
have in the tasting, though 
it is well worth seeking out. 
Ribeira Sacra already ex¬ 
cels at making wines like 
Lalama, full of delicious¬ 
ness at an early stage. 
Our No. 2 bottle, the 2012 
mencia from Algueira, 
was spicy and wild, with a 
slatelike minerality. At $16, 
it was also our best value. 
The 2011 Vina Caneiro 
from D. Ventura, our No. 5 
bottle, was so juicy, fruity 
and floral, with an underly¬ 
ing mineral element, that it 
seemed to scream, “Drink 
me!” 

Algueira's slightly more 
complex mencia wine, 
the 2010 Pizarra, aged in 
old oak barrels rather than 
steel tanks, was our No. 
3 bottle, neck and neck 
with the other Algueira. 
Perhaps it was slightly riper 
and more complex, but 
not quite as vivacious. A 
third Algueira wine, the 
2011 Fincas, was our No. 10 
bottle. Unlike the other two, 
this was made of the caino 
tinto grape, also known as 
borragal. It was richer and 
maybe a little shriller than 
the mencia wines, without 
their delicacy and com¬ 
plexity. 

It used to be said that 
mencia was related to 
cabernet franc. Although 
this has been shown ge¬ 
netically not to be true, it's 
easy to see why people 
may have seen a relation¬ 
ship when drinking a wine 
like our No. 6 bottle, the 
2010 Capelinos from Gui- 
maro, a fascinating, tart 
wine that leavened its her¬ 
baceous quality with fla¬ 
vors of red fruits.Q 



Grapes grow on the steep hillsides of the Ribeira Sacra region, near Amandi in northwest Spain. The long-neglected Ribeira Sacra 
has resumed producing cool-climate red wines, the best of which epitomize the juicy freshness of the mencia grape. 

(Eutropio Rodriguez/The New York Times) 










